Run to Win
By Arlen L. Chitwood
Review/Study Questions
Chapter One
1. From where does the book of Hebrews derive its spiritual lessons?  And on what aspect of salvation does the book of Hebrews focus?
2. For what purpose has man been both created and redeemed?
3. Does the book of Hebrews look back to Calvary; and if so, for what basic purpose?

4. Why, in Luke 24:27-31, could Christ derive spiritual truths from the Old Testament regarding Himself while with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus?  And since the Old Testament has to do with Christ’s inheritance, how does this coincide with the revealed purpose for and plan in man’s redemption?
5. What aspect of salvation is available for Christians to inherit according to Hebrews 1:14; 2:3, 5, and 10?  And what one verse can be considered the key verse of the book of Hebrews?
6. According to 1 Thessalonians 2:12, to what is Christ calling Christians?
7. To what journey and view are the five warnings of the book Hebrews centered on?  And to what does the author of the book of Hebrews call attention in all of chapter 3 and part of chapter 4?  And how does this relate to Christians today?
8. How does the inheritance of the Israelites differ from the inheritance of Christians?  And what outcome that befell the Israelites in their inheritance journey can also befall Christians in their inheritance journey, as set forth in Hebrews chapters 3, 4, 6 and 10?
9. With what does the latter part of chapter four of Hebrews concern itself?  And with what does chapter five concern itself?  And then, what is in view in chapters 6 and 10?
10. What is mentioned in chapter ten verse twenty-six for which there is no sacrifice but only judgment?
11. What was the one way in which individuals in the Old Testament pleased God?  And how does this relate to Christians today?
12. What is the “proper goal” of faith, which pertains to the Christian?  And how does the teaching of Hebrews chapter eleven relate to 1 Peter 1:4-9?  And what concept is shared in both James chapter two and Hebrews chapter eleven?
13. How does the day that the Old Testament saints will receive “the promise” relate to the day that Christians will receive “the promise”?  And what aspect of “the promise” is in view?  And from what dispensations will individuals partake of “the promise”?  And how should one interpret Hebrews 11:40?
14. What does the author mean by there being a “first-fruits, harvest, gleanings” aspect to “the promise”?
15. To whom does the phrase “great cloud of witnesses” refer in Hebrews 12:1?  And how may Christians profit from these “witnesses” today?
16. By what rule (principle) is the race that Paul speaks of run?  And, as for this race, does a Christian have any choice in running or not running it?  And when does a Christian enter the race?  And does God prepare a Christian to successfully run the race?
17. How does the author define a “weight” as the word applies to the race that Christians run?  And what are the three weights mentioned in the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13?
18. To what sin is referred by the phrase “that so easily ensnares us” in Hebrews 12:1?  And how has God provided for the Christian in the running of the race? 
Chapter Two
1. What passage of Scripture provides instructions on how to successfully run the race of “the faith”?
2. What will characterize the positions within the bride of Christ as to (1) the concept of equality and as to (2) the Christian’s ability to run the race of “the faith”?  And at what event will such positions be determined?
3. According to Peter, what is the “end goal” of the Christian’s race of “the faith”?  And what specifically is “in view” relative to this race?
4. What do most Christians often look upon as “an end in itself” relative to their faith?  And how does this then relate to the race of “the faith”?
5. What imbalance exists today regarding the teachings of the “importance of salvation”?
6. What means does God use to work “patience endurance” in the lives of His people?  Or, to put it another way, what will a Christian experience that will gradually result in the person reaching the desired goal in the race of “the faith.”?  
7. What is a Christian to allow in regards to “patience endurance”?  And what will be the result in the Christian who allows “patience endurance” to have its end-time work?
8. What type of race is analogous to the race of “the faith”?
9. How does Hebrews 12:1, James 1:2-4, and 2 Timothy 2:12 relate to each other?
10. What method of running the race of “the faith” will allow the Christian to win the crown of life?
11. What specifically must be received in the Christian’s life in order to bring about the salvation of the Christian’s soul?  Or, to put it another way, from indulging in what specifically causes a Christian to gain “faith” in his life?
12. With what does the Spirit of God work the metamorphosis of spiritual change (immaturity to maturity) in the Christian’s life?
13. What must the Christian “look away from” and correspondingly “look to” in order to mature in the race of the faith?  And, what verse of in the book of Luke does the author use to indicate that the same precept was said by Christ?
14. To what kind of knowledge was Paul referring in Philippians 3:10 when he said, “That I may know Him”?
15. What is “revealed” to the Christian when he studies the written Word of God?  And to what proportion does time spent in the study of God’s written Word relate to the degree of knowledge learned?
16. In accordance with the theme in Psalm 2, what was the ultimate purpose for Christ’s resurrection?  And to what was Paul referring when he stated that he wanted to know Christ “in the power of His resurrection”?
17. What is the natural outcome of godly living?   And how is the Christian to look upon any suffering he will experience?
18. How did Christ look upon His suffering?  And what are the three aspects of the unchangeable order set by the example of Christ?
19. What must a Christian lose (in the present day) in order to find it (in that coming day)?
20. The apostle Paul sought to know Christ for what attainable purpose or goal?
21. What type of “resurrection” will take place at the judgment seat of Christ?

22. According to the author, what does it mean to “earnestly strive for the faith”?
Chapter Three
1. Relative to the race of the faith, what option does a Christian not have regarding it and what options does he have regarding it?
2. What high privilege is offered the Christian who runs the race of the faith successfully?  And if not run successfully, what awaits the Christian?
3.  With what two factors does Colossians chapter one primarily concern itself?
4. How does the author interpret Colossians 1:13?  And how does this verse relate to Ephesians 1:3; 2:6?
5. What two directions are discussed relative to a Christian’s view?  And in which direction should a Christian look away from; and, in which direction should he look?
6. Jesus endured the cross for what future expectation?
7. Who are two Old Testament individuals that serve as types of Christ relative to His first experiencing suffering prior to glory?
8. What did Peter, James, and John see when on the Mount with Christ?  And relative to what they saw, with what did Peter later associate it?
9. Of what is Egypt always a type in Scripture?

10. In what way should Christians look upon Christ’s redemptive work on Calvary, which would mirror the way He looked upon it?

11. When Christ considered His sacrifice on Calvary, with what did he compare the shame that was associated with it, which in turn made the shame of little consequence?
12. How should Christians view present persecutions, humiliations, and shame?

13. What is the “norm” for the Christian life?

14. What are the two confirmed truths spoken by the angels who appeared to the disciples immediately upon the departure of Christ into the heavens subsequent to His resurrection?
15. In what “scope of fulfillment” are the “overcomers promises” cast that are contained in the seven brief epistles, which are recorded in Revelation chapters two and three?   And what specifically forms the pinnacle toward which all the overcomer promises move?
16. On what “goal” must Christians continue to fix their eyes upon in order to win the race of the faith?
Appendix
1. Upon what does the epistle of James center its teaching?
2. What is the end-result for the Christian upon successfully enduring the trials and testing in his life?
3. How may one characterize the process of going from spiritual immaturity to maturity?
4. What was Abraham’s supreme test of faith?
5. To what is the access to spiritual maturity linked?

6. What is the relationship that exists between the “testing of one’s faith,” the “implanted Word,” and the “patient endurance and progressive growth toward maturity in the faith”?
7. What is the “revealed purpose” of a Christian’s testing, which when endured will produce spiritual maturity?
8. When will “approval or disapproval” in connection with “blessings” and “crowns” occur?  And then, when will such be realized?
9. In 1 Corinthians 9:27, of what was Paul fearful?
10. What action did Esau take in order to be “rejected” relative to his birthright?  And how does his rejection, which is the fifth warning expressed to Christians in the book of Hebrews, relate to what Paul expressed in 1 Corinthians 9:27?
11. Why is the retention of the “rights of the firstborn” important to a Christians?
12. What must a Christian posses in order to exercise sovereignty during the coming age?  And when and how is one approved for possession of that which authorizes one to be a sovereign in the coming age?
13. What is intimately connected to the “trying of one’s faith” in the book of James?
14. What “method of testing” will be used to approve or disapprove works at the judgment seat of Christ?

15. For a Christian to experience “approval” at the judgment seat of Christ, what must he allow in life?
16. What are the two companion parables of Christ in the New Testament (one in Matthew and one in Luke), which illustrate the truth that Christ has departed into heaven to receive a kingdom from His Father, with a view to returning for His servants (to reckon with them) following the reception of this kingdom?

17. During Christ’s absence, as in the previous question, how many of His servants did He leave in charge of His business and how much (what percentage) of His business did He leave them to do? 
18. Relative to Christ’s business upon earth during His absence, how does the parable of the talents differ from the parables of the ten servants and the ten pounds?

19. What is the one thing above all else that is required of Christ’s servants during His absence?

20. What specifically will always follow faithfulness in the Christian life?  And what is the revealed purpose (end result) for a Christian who indeed is faithful in conducting the Lord’s business during the Lord’s absence?
21. What is the contingency for an approval (a “Well done . . .”) by the Lord to a Christian at the judgment seat?
22. In the parable of the pounds, what will be commensurate with the “increase” that the servant has produced during the Lord’s absence?  And how is this (that which is commensurate with the production) different in the parable of the talents?
23. In the parable of the talents, what result is deemed worthy by the Lord regardless of the number of talents originally given to each servant?
24. Relative to the “task at hand,” what is deemed to be the important issue by the Lord?
25. Relative to both parables (pounds and talents), what will be the end-result for the servant who is unfaithful in carrying out the Lord’s business? 
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