Foreword

An ancient philosopher once wrote that effective communication is
the ability to place a sea of knowledge in a drop of language. Since
only God can accomplish this, it becomes vitally important for every
Christian to seek to study His Word in depth.

Within this framework of thought, | have felt led of the Spirit of God to
produce this work. My goals in writing this book were to first expound
upon an unseen continent of truth. A continent so vast, that no man
has measured it's boundaries, or sounded it's depths. There is a
continent of vast knowledge known in the scriptures as the full
knowledge” (Gr. ‘epi-gnosis’). My second goal in this writing, was to
place as much of the full knowledge” (super knowledge) in as few
drops of language as possible. This book will represent the work of
thirty-five years of Bible study on the doctrine of salvation,
compressed into fourteen chapters.

The reader is challenged as he reads this book, to not just read what
is written, but to study as well the precepts and truths presented. This
can best be done along with an open Bible. It is suggested that the
reader first read these fourteen chapters slowly and then to read them
again many times in a mode of study and prayer.

That, which the reader will learn here, could be termed as
revolutionary! A revolution not against truth, but rather the prevailing
theological intelligence and posture of today that promotes some
Biblical error. That same error, which is being taught in the modern
seminary and Bible school and then carried out by their students and
preached from the pulpit. That same error, which in turn, has invaded
the pew and captured the minds of the spiritually simple. Therefore,
the revelation of truth in this book is not for every believer, only those
who hunger after the Word of God. It was written mainly for the
‘saints’ who are teachable, and not for the ‘professional clergyman.’
However, my prayer is that many pastors and Bible teachers will see
these truths presented and in turn teach them to faithful believers



(2 Tim. 2:2).

Whether you will fully agree with me or not when you complete
this volume is not important. What is important is this; Will this
book cause you to flee to the scriptures in an attempt to
disprove that which | have written? If so, you will have that
which is necessary in order to grow spiritually. For truth comes
from the Word, and not from logic or the traditions of religious
men. Contrariwise, there will be those who will read these
truths and will be unable to receive them.

To aid the reader in the quest for truth, | chose to use the King

James Version of the Bible in this writing. The reason being

that many more study aids have been written for this version

than any other, such as. concordances, dictionaries and Greek

\éve?r(%l sltudies. This is not to say that other versions may not be
pful.

Gary T. Whipple
2002

‘Thus saith The Lord Let not the wise (man) glory in, his wisdom,
nether let The mighty (man) glory in his might let not the rich (man)
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understands and knoweth me that | Am The Lord which exercise
lovingkindness judgment and righteousness in the earth: for in these
| delight saith The Lord’ (Jer. 8: 23-24)
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INTRODUCTION
THE CHRISTIAN'S FUTURE

This book tells about the Christian’s eternal future. It reveals the truths
that surround the Judgment Seat of Christ, and teaches one how to live
hislifein order to rule and reign with Christ in His coming kingdom. It is
a burning message that this writer has felt burdened from the Lord to
study and share in the prior several years, and has since grown to be the
focal point of this ministry.

Unlike the teachings of the 20th century church, salvation is not the end
of the Christian race, but the beginning. The end will occur at the
Judgment Seat of Christ where the actions and motives of every believer
will be revealed and judged. The Bible gives us a fore-view of that day
when God will judge al believers on how they ran that race.

The Judgment Seat of Christ mentioned here, will occur somewhere in
the heavens immediately after the rapture of the church. The rapture is a
future event that is described in scripture as the catching away of the
church from this world. According to | Thess. 4:15-17 all believers who
have died in Jesus Christ during the church age (from the cross to the
rapture) will be raised. Then, immediately after this resurrection, all
believers who are alive and remain will be changed and translated
together with the raised ones into heaven to meet the Lord in the air.

After this great event, the church will move into the heavens to the place
called the Judgment Seat of Christ. It is here that every believer will have
his life reviewed and judged. The results of that judgment will either be
the receiving of areward or the suffering of loss. Contrary to the teaching
of many popular Bible teachers today, not all born again believers will
rule and reign with Christ when He returns to establish His kingdom, but
only those who have gained areward.

THE APOSTLE PAUL’SVIEW OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. (12) Now if any man build on this foundation gold, silver



precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; (13) Every man’s work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall declare it , because it shall be
revealed as by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what
sort it is. (14) If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon,
he shall receive areward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by [through] fire.”
(I Cor. 3:11-15).

According to this passage of scripture, every Christian will have this
same foundation at the judgment seat, which is, Christ (verse 11). This
speaks of the finished work of Christ on the cross and reveals that
everyone there will be saved.

Since everyone who appears at the judgment seat will be saved, then the
purpose of this judgment will be to judge the quality of the materials one
used to build his life after he was saved. These materials are either gold,
silver and precious stones, or wood, hay and stubble. They stand for
either good works or the bad works produced by the believer in his body
before the rapture.

A Just Recompense of Reward

A companion scripture found in 2 Cor.5:10, tells us that every Christian
must appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ to be judged according to the
things he has done in the body, whether they be good or bad. By taking
the truths of both of these passages, we understand that God will test the
works of every Christian in that day. This test will be conducted through
fire (a baptism of fire). All who have produced works that are not
consumed (gold, silver, precious stones) will receive a reward. Contrary
to this, al that have produced works that are consumed (wood, hay,
stubble) will suffer loss. These tests will be held in the strictest sense,
revealing every man's works, thoughts and motives after he was saved.
The results of this fiery test will be a just recompense of reward (Heb.
2:2), which means, every man will receive exactly what he deserves!

Before we leave this passage of scripture, we would draw your attention
to verse 15 that describes those who will “suffer 10ss.” Please notice that
after their baptism of fire they will be saved (Gr. ‘future passive'). This
will be because of the foundation of Christ’s finished work on the cross.
Therefore, that which is described as suffering loss cannot be their



salvation, but rather their rewards.
A SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLE

It is interesting to note how many people, denominations and sects in
these last days teach that believers can lose their salvation. However,
those that reason as such, do so from spiritual ignorance, not knowing the
doctrine of “rewards.” As you enter into the pages of this book to learn
all about this great continent of truth, let us set forth the following
scriptural principle that will remain true throughout the Bible: “Wherever
you may read in the Bible of something that is given on the basis of faith
without works, that something is the gift of salvation and cannot be lost.
Adversely, wherever you may read of something that is given on the
basis of works and is not free, that something is the prize or the reward,
and can be logt”

Whenever a person teaches and preaches the Word without the
knowledge of these two great truths, he may mix the two (gift and prize)
and produce error. This is the reason some are preaching “salvation by
works’ while others are preaching “that Christians can lose their
salvation.”

In the chapters to follow, we will attempt to put together scripture that
will show the meaning of “the building materials of our lives,” and show
all the great truths from God concerning the great reward that will be
given.



CHAPTER ONE
GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN

God's plan has always been for man to rule the earth. This privilege
was first revealed in Genesis 1:28 when God gave to Adam dominion
(rulership) over the earth. Adam however, fell in sin and as a result
forfeited this right to Satan. Since God's plans and purposes cannot
be thwarted, this plan will be fulfilled in the future, in the person of
the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:45-47). This will
happen when He returns to earth, disposes of Satan, and rules with
His Bride as the King of Kingsand Lord of Lords.

In order for this to take place in the future, Jesus Christ had to first
qualify to rule and reign by completing His redemptive work for man
on the cross (Heb. 12:2). This occurred at Hisfirst coming. Man must
also qualify to rule and reign with Him through faith in Him and His
finished work on the cross, and by a continuing faith through His
Word.

In the following pages of this chapter, you will see this drama of
redemption being played out, from the creation to the second coming
of Christ. All this is necessary in order to qualify man to rule and
reign with Christ. God even tells us how long this drama will last.

GOD’S 7000 YEAR TIME SCALE

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, (4) And saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? For since the fathers fell adeep, al things continue as {they
were} from the beginning of the creation. (5) For this they willingly are
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the
earth standing out of the water and in the water: (6) Whereby the world
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: (7) But the heavens
and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly



men. (8) But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day (is]
with the Lord a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. (9) The
Lord is not dlack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but isto us-ward, not willing that any longsuffering should perish but that
al should come to repentance. (10) But the day of the Lord will come as
athief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent hest, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up” (2 Pet. 3: 3-10).

In relationship to the coming of the Lord, the end of this age and the
end of the world, God has set forth a time scale of 7000 years and has
revealed it in this passage of scripture. A close look at the context of
this chapter will show that Peter is writing about the beginning and
the ending of earth as we know it. It starts with scoffers (apostates) in
the last days laughing at the doctrine of the second coming of Christ
(verse 3) and ends with the destruction on the earth by fire (verse 10).
In between these two verses is the time scale of human history —
“...oneday with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand
yearsasoneday” (verse 8).

To understand this time scale, one needs only to take the six days of
creation and count each one as a thousand years. Its contextual setting
demands this. God worked six literal days in restoring the earth and
creating all things. On the seventh day He rested. Shortly after that,
man fell into sin, and with his fall, all of creation was ruined. God
then, through His love for man, purposed within Himself to “go back
to work” for six days to redeem man and the earth. As 2 Peter 3.8
tells us, this second set of six days are not literal as the first ones
were, but rather representative of one-thousand years each, or a total
of six-thousand years, with the seventh being the thousand years of
rest.

It is a blessed truth indeed that Adam'’s first day in the Garden of
Eden was Saturday, the day of rest. When he awoke on his first
morning, he needed not to go to work. God had finished it al and
made him the ruler over His creation. This is God's first
demonstration of grace toward man and is an exact pattern of what
God will do in the Saturday of one thousand years. For when God's
second week of redemptive work (6000 years) is finished, He will, in



the seventh thousand years, bring to consummation His goal to have
man ruling over the earth. That man will be “the last Adam,” the Lord
Jesus Christ along with His bride. When He returns, He will dispose
of Satan, the “god of this age” (2 Cor. 4:4) and set up His own
kingdom to rule the earth.

THE BELIEFSOF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
CONCERNING GOD’'STIME SCALE

1.”Barnabas, the companion of Paul in histravels. In the 13th chapter
of the epistle ascribed to him, we find the following passage’ God
made in six days the works of His hands and He finished them the
seventh day; and He rested the seventh day and hallowed it. The
meaning of thisis: that in six-thousand years the Lord will bring all
things to an end, for with Him one day is as a thousand years, as
Himself testifieth; therefore in six days - that is six-thousand years
shall all things be accomplished. And what is this He saith - He rested
on the seventh day? He meaneth this, when His son shall come and
abolish the season of the wicked one and shall judge the ungodly, and
change the sun, moon, and stars, then He shall gloriously rest on that
seventh day.’

2. Papias, our second witness, was a disciple of John, and a
companion of Polycarp. ‘There will be a certain thousand years after
the resurrection of the dead when Christ will reign corporally
(personally) upon the earth’ and he says, ‘that what he relates are the
very words of the elders, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, James, John,
Matthew, Aristio, and John the Presbyter, as related by them to those
of whom he constantly made inquiry; and he pledges himself to the
‘truth and fidelity of what he reports.’

3. Irenaeus was the disciple of Polycarp the pupil of John. He
wrote..."In whatever number of days the world was created, in the
same number of thousands of yearsit will come to its consummation.
God on the sixth day finished His work and rested on the seventh.
Thisis a history of the past - and a prophecy of the future - for the
day of the Lord is as athousand years.’



From these quotations one cannot help but be impressed with’ the fact
that those living nearest to the Lord and His Apostles believed
beyond any shadow of a doubt that the world was divided into two
time periods of six days of work and a day of rest...” (Selected
Writings Of A. Edwin Wilson, pages 3-4).

THE PAST JUDGMENT AND CREATIVE WEEK

A willing ignorance prevails over the theological community of
today. This same intelligentsia, that scoffs at the soon coming of the
Lord, preaches openly that the world will continue as it presently is
for an indefinite period of time. (2 Peter. 3:3,4). They willingly refuse
to believe that God has ordained the world to last only seven
thousand years before it is destroyed by fire. They willingly
misunderstand scripture that graphically marks out the beginning and
the end of the earth with judgments from God.

In our text (verses 5-6) God reveals to us a past judgment that marks
the time of the beginning of His seven-thousand year time scale, and
in verse 7, He tells us of a future judgment that will mark the end.
The first was by water, whereas the second will be by fire. The first
judgment destroyed both earth and atmosphere, so aso the second
judgment will destroy both earth and atmosphere. The first left a
ruined earth that was “without form and void,” so also the second will
leave a ruined earth that will be without form and void. Every thing
living was, or will be destroyed.

The World That Then Was

In Genesis 1:1, we see the original finished and perfect creation of
God. Thisis not the creation of six thousand years ago, but rather the
earth before it fell into judgment. This could have been millions of
years ago. In Genesis 1:2, we see the result of this creation after a
terrible judgment from God fell upon it. One of the greatest Hebrew
language scholars of the world, Dr. Chalmers, over a hundred years
ago, reminded us that the word “was’ in Genesis 1:2 is a moving
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verb, and should have been trandated “became.” Thus the earth
became “without form and void.” That is, the heaven and earth were
created perfect, but the earth became without form and void. It is
uncertain how long God alowed it to remain in this condition,
perhaps for millions of years. It is certain, however, that a judgment
did fall in the light of Isaiah 45:18, which says God did not create it
in vain (without form and void) but that He formed it to be inhabited.

It is the belief of many, including this writer, that this judgment
happened in connection with Satan’s fall. It seems that scripture
teaches in Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:11-19 that God placed
Lucifer over the original earth of Genesis 1:1 as the “king-priest.” He
became Satan when he sinned against God and as a result fell from
the government of God that rules the universe.

In Jeremiah 4:23-28, God gives us a backward view of this judgment,
sandwiched in between other prophecies when Jeremiah wrote...

“...I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form and void; and the
heavens they had no light (24) | beheld the mountains, and lo they
trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. (25) | beheld, and, lo, there was
no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. (26) | beheld, and, lo,
the fruitful place was a wilderness, and al the cities thereof were broken
down at the presence of the Lord, and his fierce anger” (Jer. 4:23-28).

In 2 Peter 3:5, God mentions this past judgment of the earth that was
standing in the water and out of the water; a world that then was and
is no longer, because it perished (Gen. 1:2). Most Bible teachers
explain this verse of scripture away by saying it speaks of Noah's
flood. But, that cannot be! The flood of Noah's time did not destroy
the world. There were eight people who where saved in the ark, not to
mention a male and female representative of al the animal kingdom.
Also the fish of the sea did not die, and the atmosphere was not
destroyed as pictured in verse 5. Thus the world of Noah before the
flood, is the same world today and one cannot correctly say it was the
world “that then was.”

The judgment that fell upon the earth as described in Genesis 1:2 is
the same one that is pictured in 2 Peter 3:5-6. The earth became
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covered with water on its surface and in its atmosphere. In Gen.1:6-8,
God tells us that in the second day of creation, He removed the water
in the atmosphere by placing a firmament in the midst of the waters
and divided the waters which were under this firmament from those
which were above it. He then called that firmament heaven, or the
atmosphere.

After this, He created al thingsin the remaining four days. He tells us
specifically, that each day was a literal 24-hour period of time. He
uses the expression “the evening and the morning were the first day,
or the second day, or the third day, etc” (Gen 1:5,8,13,19,23,31).
These days were not a thousand years or a million years each, but
rather 24 hours each. They were made up of a morning and an
evening, or one rotation of the earth.

In view of 2 Peter 3:5, God is simply saying that there will be a class
of men in the last days who will be willingly ignorant of the past
judgment of the earth and the literal six day creation. They are those
religious teachers of today that scoff at His return, and openly preach
that Jesus will not return, perhaps for hundreds of years. Yet, God has
written in His Word, that at the end of the six-thousand years of man,
His six days of redemptive work will be over. And then, the Lord
Jesus Christ will come forth with His bride to rule and reign over the
earth for the seventh day of rest, or the seventh-thousand years. This
will be the fulfillment of God's decree for man to have dominion
(rule) over all the earth (Gen. 1:28b). Then, after the Saturday of one-
thousand years, the heavens and the earth will be destroyed by fire.

GOD'STIME SCALE FOR ISRAEL’'SREDEMPTION

“1 will go {and} return to my place, till they acknowledge their offense,
and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

“Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will hea
us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he will
revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight” (Hos. 5:15-6:2).

In this amazing Old Testament prophecy written 780 years before the
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birth of Jesus Christ, God once again uses His time scale of “a day
with the Lord is as a thousand years.” But, unlike the message of 2
Peter, here He uses it to tell Israel how long their judgment will last,
when their restoration will come, and when their Messiah will return
to earth.

In verse 15, the prophecy speaks of Jesus returning to heaven, after
His crucifixion until they (Israel) acknowledge their offense (His
rejection and crucifixion) and seek His face early in affliction. This
affliction, which is God’'s coming judgment on Israel, will be so
terrible that the Bible calls it the “great tribulation” (Matt. 24:21).
According to other prophecies, this affliction will occur after the
rapture of the church and just before the second coming of Jesus
Christ to rule over the earth.

Notice, that after the Son of God (lsrael’s Messiah) leaves off
speaking in this verse (15), then Israel begins speaking in the next
two verses (Hosea 6:1,2). Here the prophecy tells us of Israel’s future
repentance, their turning to God and crying out for their Messiah in
the midst of the “great tribulation.” Finaly, in verse 2 you have the
time scale as to when this will happen.

Notice that Israel will be out of favor with God for two days, or two
thousand years. After that, He will raise them up in the third day, or
the third one thousand years. History, which is fulfilled prophecy,
teaches us that Israel has been scattered to the four corners of the
world for the past two thousand years or two prophetic days. This
began after they rejected their Messiah and He went back to heaven.
In the third day (which is the same as the seventh day of creation), the
Lord Jesus Christ will return with His bride to rule and reign over the
earth. At thistime Isragl will aso be redeemed and raised to be “head
of the nations’ (Zech.14:1-21).

GOD’SREDEMPTION OF TWO GROUPS

Unlike that which others teach, there are two groups of God's people.
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Both are saved by the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
first is|srael and the second isthe Church.

Israel came into being by a special work of God through Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. God made an unconditional covenant with Abraham
and his seed (according to the flesh and the spirit). This covenant
promised earthly blessings during the last one thousand years of
God’'s time scale (millennium or kingdom age). God has promised
that Israel will be living in blessing as the “head of the nations’ in the
land that is marked out in the scriptures (Gen.15:18). A land that
Israel has never yet inhabited completely and permanently.

Israel also had the great privilege of entering into a conditional
covenant with God that, if kept, would nationally give them the
privilege of ruling over the nations. They lost this by trading grace for
the keeping of the law at Mt. Sinai, and later crucifying their Messiah.
Before Jesus Christ left this earth, He took this great privilege from
them and gave it to a “nation, bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matt.
21:43).

This nation is none other than the second group of God'’s people, the
Church (1 Peter 2:9-10). This group begins at Pentecost and ends at
the “rapture of the church.” To be a member of this group (both Jew
and Gentile), one must have lived between the time of the cross and
the rapture, exercised faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and brought forth
spiritual fruit from hislife (Matt. 21:43).

Contrary to that which most Bible teachers teach, not al of the saved
of this period of time will be given the privilege of ruling and
reigning with Christ over the earth. Instead, scripture teaches that it
will be given only to those who are saved and who bring forth fruit.
This will ultimately be decided at the Judgment Seat of Chrigt.
Scripture gives a sad commentary indeed, particularly in these last
days, when it tells usthat only afew Christians will gain this reward.

During this present time, God is dealing only with the church. Israel
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will not come into favor with God again until He returns to earth to
set up His kingdom for the last one-thousand years. After that,
scripture teaches the earth will be destroyed by fire (in the thirty-first
century), and a new heaven and earth will be created (2 Peter 3:10-13,
Rev. 21:1, Isa. 65:17, Isa. 66:22).

CLOSING THOUGHTS

In closing this chapter, we want to emphasize several truths that were
covered. Thefirst tells us that God has ordained seven-thousand years
as a stage of human existence in which God's drama of redemption
for man is completed. Within this redemptive time scale, God is
saving two different groups of people —Israel and the church. Each
group is saved the same way, through the finished work of Jesus
Christ on the cross (Acts 4:12). Each isin favor with God in different
time periods. Each group will have a different kind of reward. Israel’s
reward will be earthly and the church’s spiritual .

As we continue with the remaining chapters of this book, Israel will
not be within the scope of teaching. Rather, it is the intention of the
writer to teach only of the Christian’s coming privilege to rule and
reign with Jesus Christ (saved Jew and Gentile) — of those who will
gain it, and of those who will loseit. Our prayer is that the reader will
come to desire this privilege above all things (Rom. 8:17).

With the knowledge that the rapture of the church must occur at least
seven years before Jesus Christ comes to set up His kingdom, and
with the startling realization that some Bible chronologers have
already estimated that we are living somewhere near the 6000th year.
We must conclude that time is short.

See Diagram 1 on page 16
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CHAPTER TWO

THE KEYS OF THREE

The keys that unlock the mysteries and higher truths of the Word of
God lie within understanding the “keys of three.” The reader to
further understand God'’s plan for man to rule over this earth must
master these keys.

The Apostle Paul throughout the New Testament world first taught
these keys. Then, during the fourth century they were lost to the
Christian world as a result of the church marrying paganism and
becoming the “world church.” Then, after twelve centuries of “Dark
Ages’ had passed by, the time of the Reformation came, and with it, a
rediscovering of the truth of salvation by grace through faith.
However, with all of this, the Protestant reformation failed to find the
lost keys. Later on, a few Christian writers caught a glimpse of them
and began writing on that which they saw. These were giants like
Govett, Pember, and Panton who lived from the early nineteenth
century through to the beginning of the twentieth century. After these
men passed on these truths were again lost. Today there are only a
few who understand and teach them.

This chapter will set forth the meaning of “the keys of three,” first in
the make-up of man, secondly in the salvation of man, then in the
personage of Christ and His work, and finally in the kingdom of God.
Then in the following chapters, a detailed revelation of al of the
truths associated with the “keys of three” will be revealed.

THE KEY OF THREE IN THE MAKE-UP OF MAN
The popular teaching today concerning man is that man is composed

of body and spirit with the soul being a part of the spirit. In the study
of theology, this view is called the dichotomy (division into two) of
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man. Seminaries and Bible schools alike teach this view, and as such,
missthe first “key of three” on the road to higher knowledge.

The simple truth according to the Bible is that man is a “trichotomy.”
That is, he is divided into three parts. He has a body, soul and spirit.
Each of these parts of man has boundaries that can be divided from
one another by the Word of God (Heb. 4: 12). Also each part must be
saved and preserved unto the coming of the Lord in order for man to
rule and reign with Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 5:23).

THE KEY OF THREE IN MAN'SSALVATION

If someone were to ask you if you were saved, as a Christian, you
would be correct to answer... "l have been saved, | am being saved,
and | will be saved” This answer describes the three tenses of
salvation and as such, the key of threein man’s salvation.*

Past Tense Salvation - Salvation Of The Spirit of Man

“For by Grace are ye saved [you have been saved] through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works lest
any man should boast” (Eph.2:8-9).

According to the Greek text, the first part of verse eight should have
Yheen trandated “For by grace through faith have you been
saved... “The Holy Spirit had this verse written in the perfect tense
(the American Standard Version as well as other trandations renders
this as such). The perfect tense in the Greek language means that it is
a work, or act completed in the past, with its finished results

! *The author first wrote on the three-fold salvation of man in his book “The Adventure
And The Traps’ published in 1972. This teaching was aso incorporated into his
international Bible study tape ministry “Lamp And Light Cassette Fellowship Inc.” in
1975. Others who have written on these truths are Rev. A. E. Wilson (deceased) in
“The Star Of Hope® and Arlen L. Chitwood in his book “The Salvation Of The Soul”
published in 1983.
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extending into the present time. Thus these two verses of scripture
describe a salvation that was totally accomplished on the cross by
Jesus Christ, and which extends into our present time in a finished
state for al those who receive it through faith. It is biblically known
as the salvation of the spirit and is for the purpose of saving man
from the penalty of his sin and giving to him eternal life (body, soul
and spirit in heaven).

It is a salvation totally made by the finished work of our Lord Jesus
Christ on the cross, and to which no one can add thereto by any
means of works. Even the faith that is exercised by the believer in
order to obtain it can not be his own faith, but rather the faith that
God gives to him. Hence, there can be no boasting of additional
works. When any preacher, teacher, church or denomination, adds to
this finished work as a condition to savation, no matter how
indiscernible this addition may be, then it becomes impossible for
anyone, who has placed themselves under those conditions, to be
saved. In these last days, there has been a host of works added by
man. These range from the subtle to the ridiculous. baptism,
repentance and praying the sinner’s prayer are just a few.

Baptism and repentance have their place in the total salvation of man
as conditions to rule and reign with Christ, but they have no place in
the first tense of salvation which is by grace alone — plus nothing!

For instance, wherever the word “repentance” occurs in the New
Testament, it is generally used as a command from God to those who
already belong to Him. Most of the time it is used in connection with
Isragl, calling them to turn back to God. In this dispensation of grace,
it isacall for the church to live a daily life of confession of sin and
obedience to the Word. Never isit used as a condition that alost man
must accomplish before he can be saved! Consider the Gospel of
John. This book was written to show all mankind how to be saved,
yet the word “repent” is nowhere to be found in any of its pages (John
20:31).

Still others teach that in order for one to be saved he has to pray the
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sinner’ s prayer. God's Word says that it is through faith, not prayer. If
it were necessary for the lost to pray in order to receive savation,
then that prayer would be a condition, and as such an added work to
the finished work.

With the congtruction of the Greek words in Ephesians 2:8-9, the
perfect tense shows an additional insistence and persistence that all
work has been finished. The meaning being that no other works are
necessary to be saved, to stay saved, or to prove that you are saved.
What must one then do to be saved? The answer is absolutely
nothing! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved...”
(Acts 16:30-31). Believing then is not working, but rather resting!

Present Tense Salvation - Salvation Of The Soul Of Man

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us which are saved [who are being saved] it is the power
of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).

According to the Greek text, the last part of this verse should have
been trandated as follows “ ...but unto us who are being saved it is
the power of God.”

With this understanding we are introduced to a new kind of salvation
which operates in the present continuous tense. Unlike the completed
past tense salvation, this salvation reveals to us a present and
continuous work (not yet completed) that begins in our lives at the
moment our spirits are saved and continues in a present tense until it
ends at the Judgment Seat of Christ. The scriptures call this salvation,
the “salvation of the soul” (1 Peter 1:9). And since the words “soul”
and “life” in the New Testament are trandated from the same Greek
word “psuche,” this salvation, is also known as the “salvation of the
life Moreover, this present continuous salvation of the soul has
nothing to do with eternal life, as past tense salvation does, but rather
the saving of a believer into the millennial kingdom of Christ. If a
believer lives for himself here (gains his soul), he will lose it there (at
the Judgment Seat of Christ). If he loses it here for Christ’'s sake, he
will gain it there.
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To further understand this, the scriptures speak of the soul or life of
man in three aspects. (1) The life principle of the body (Lev. 17:11).
(2) The life essence of man, with or without his body, with all his
normal faculties (Luke 16:22-23, Rev. 6:9-11). (3) The life quality of
man either in this present life or the life to come (James 1:21).

It is this third aspect or the “life quality of man” that isin view when
the scriptures speak of the salvation of the soul. One who loses his
soul at the Judgment Seat of Christ, loses his future quality of life. He
will either have eternal life with rewards, or he will have eternal life
without rewards. He will either be chosen to rule and reign with
Christ in His coming kingdom, or be excluded from that kingdom. He
will either gain great power and ability to produce great works, or he
will lose his ability and power to accomplish any future works
whatsoever. (Matt. 25:28).

Salvation of the soul then, is dependent on the quality of life a
believer chooses while on earth. If he alows his old nature to rule his
life, he will produce works of wood, hay, and stubble. These will be
burned up at the Judgment Seat of Christ, with the results being the
loss of his soul (future life quality without rewards). If however,
through the Word of God, he permits his new nature (the Holy Spirit
in him) to rule over hislife, he will produce works of gold, silver, and
precious stones (1 Cor.3:11-15). Since these works cannot be burned
up, the results of this testing will be the saving of his soul (future life
quality with rewards).

When one fails to learn the difference between the new birth
(salvation of the spirit) and life in the coming kingdom (salvation of
the soul), he will become confused over many passages of scripture
that speak of these two salvations. As an example: Whereas, salvation
of the spirit is mostly taught in the epistle to the Romans, salvation of
the soul is taught in Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Hebrews,
James and First and Second Peter.
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Diagram 24
Salvation Of The Soul
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1n the above diagram 2A, the dot at (A) represents past tense safvation
at the moment one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ (savation of the
spirit). It’s 2 finished work that cannot be added to, or taken away. Then
out of this dot is an extended line, (B) which represents a present
contmuous tense salvation of the life of the believer (sakation of the
soul). This line extends throughout his life and ends at the Judgment
Seat Of Christ afier the rapture.

To illustrate both of these salvations the reader is referred to Diagram
2A on this page.

There is a vast difference between the two salvations represented by
the dot and the line and illustrated in this diagram. Consider this:

(1) Whereas, salvation of the spirit through faith saves man
from the penalty of sin, the savation of the soul by a
continuous living faith is presently saving the believer from
the power of sin.

(2) Whereas, the first has already saved the believer into

heaven, the second is presently saving the faithful believer
into the kingdom of heaven.
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(3) Whereas, the first offers eternal life, the second offers
rewards.

(4) Whereas, the first offers a gift which is not worked for, the
second offers a prize which must be won (Phil. 3:14).

(5) Whereas, the first cannot be lost, the second can be lost (2
John 1:8).

Future Tense Salvation - The Body of Man

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1
Thess. 4:16,17).

We come now to the future tense salvation of a believer. Thisis the
salvation of his body from the results and the presence of sin and it
will occur at the rapture of the church.

In the passage that is before us, Paul gives us the beginning principles
of this salvation by revealing the rapture of the church. He describes
this future event in which the dead bodies of all believers of the
church age are raised to life to meet the Lord in the air. Then,
immediately after this raising, he describes the bodies of all those
believers who are till alive as being “caught up” (verse 17) and
assembled with the raised ones. According to 2 Corinthians 5:10, all
of the church, i.e., those believers living in the period from the cross
to the rapture, will be raised from the dead or translated in order to
appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

The question has been asked many times, why should God raise up
the body when man could live in his spirit forever? The answer liesin
God’ s total redemption of man. Since sin puts the body into the grave
(Rom. 5:12), God, then must redeem it. If He were to allow it to stay,
then He would suffer defeat to Satan by default, since Satan is the
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author of death. Another reason is that the body is not a prison of the
spirit and soul, but is part of the very essence of the man. Without the
body, man could do no works, i.e., serve the Lord in the coming ages.
Finally, the believer must appear before the Judgment Seat in the very

Dizgram 28
Three Tenses Of Salvation
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In the sbove disgram 2B, the dot at (A) represents past tense sabvation
(sahvation of the spirit). The line coming out of the dot (B) and ending
at the Judgment Seat of Chnist represents present coptinuous lense
sakvation (salvation of the soul). The line that begins at the grave (C)
and ends at the Judgment Seat of Christ represents fiture  tense
salvation (salvation of the body) at the rapture.

body that he lived this present life in order to give an account for the
deeds done in that body...whether good or bad (2 Cor. 5:10).

Toillustrate al three salvations we refer you to diagram 2B.
THE KEY OF THREE IN THE PERSONAGE OF CHRIST
Modern theology does not recognize the three distinct works and

names of Christ. As a result, much false teaching is prevalent in the
20th century church.
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The scriptural name of our Lord is “Jesus Christ.” At His birth, He
was given the name of Jesus, which isindicative of His humanity and
His work on the Cross. In eternity He has always been the Chrigt,
which indicates His deity and the Anointed One that will come at the
close of this age. The name Jesus then is connected to His first
coming, while the name Christ is connected to His second. When
Scripture uses only one of His names, there is aways a good reason.
For instance, the gospels many times refer to Him as Jesus, whereas
the epistles call Him Christ. The reason being that the scope of
teaching for each is different. Whereas, the gospels mainly teach of
His humility and work on the cross, the epistles teach of His coming
again as King.

The Bible also refers to Him as both “Jesus Christ” and “Christ
Jesus’ depending on the context of the verse. When it uses the name
“Jesus Christ,” it speaks first of His work on the cross and then a
future work when He returns to set up His kingdom, or from the cross
to the kingdom. Contrariwise, when scripture refersto Him as “ Christ
Jesus,” it emphasizes His deity and Second Coming as the king. This
kingship was won by His death on the cross.

THE KEY OF THREE IN CHRIST'STHREEFOLD OFFICE

From time to time, the scriptures refer to our Lord as“The Lord
Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31). When this occurs, the Spirit of God is
drawing our attention to His threefold name and its connection to
His threefold office - Prophet, Priest, and King.

As Prophet

Jesus in His prophetic office came to prophesy by Word and Spirit,
and by the testimony of His divine walk (foretold by Moses in Deut.
18:15,18,19). And, like other prophets, He was dain outside the walls
of Jerusalem. In fulfilling this office, He also became the sacrifice
required by God by which all men could be saved. It is through this
office that our past tense salvation (salvation of the spirit) has been
completed. In order to receive this salvation, men must believe on the
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Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:30,31).
AsHigh Priest

Jesus is presently seated on the throne of His Father interceding for
all who are being saved during this church period (Heb. 10:12, 21-
22). The failure of many to recognize this work of Christ has
promoted a false view among Bible teachers today, which teach that
God is presently sitting in heaven judging Christians and nations.
This could not be farther from the truth. Scripture teaches that there
can be no judgment until thereisajudge. And at this present time, the
Son, to whom al judgment is committed (John 5:22), is fulfilling
another office — that of high priest. Therefore, judgment by any
means cannot be associated with this present age of grace, which
began at the cross and will end with the rapture. The chastisement of
Christians during this age (spoken of in Hebrews Chapter 12) is
neither a judgment nor a punishment, but rather child-raising. The
word “chastisement” from the Greek is connected to “child-raising,”
and is indicative of the circumstances and events ordered by God the
Father for every individual Christian, so that he may “overcome” and
appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ with a mature faith. Only
mature faith can produce much fruit, which is necessary to qualify
one to rule and reign with Christ when He comes as King of Kings
(Rev.19:16).

A further study of the Scriptures reveal the loving attitude of our Lord
as He presently deals with every Christian in an attempt to qualify
each asaking.

“1 am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. (2) Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit” (John 15:1,2).

In these verses, our Lord describes His specific work in the lives of
those who produce fruit and in those that do not, while at the same
time answering the questions from all believers who cry, “Why is this
happening to me?’ In these two verses our Lord gives us a beautiful
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picture of Himself as the grapevine, of the church as the branches,
and of God the Father as the one who tends the vine (the
husbandman).

In verse two He focuses our attention on the branches. The words
“every branch in me” indicate that all the branches (the church) are
saved (spirit salvation). All have trusted in the finished work of Jesus
Christ on the cross and cannot be separated from Him. Using the
illustration of the vine, horticulturists tell us that “the branch isin the
ving” while at the same time “the vine is in the branch.” The sap of
the vine moving through the branch makes fruit. This is the same
relationship between Jesus Christ and His church. One who is born
again is in Christ (past tense salvation of the spirit). Then, as he
begins to grow in the Word, it can be said that Christ is in him,
moving through him, for the purpose of producing fruit in him
(present tense salvation of the soul).

Alsoin verse two, our Lord tells us of two different kinds of branches
— those that bear no fruit, and those that do. Then, He tells us what
kind of providential action He takes with each. He does not punish
the one that doesn't bear fruit: rather He lifts them up (the Greek
word for “taketh” [‘airo’] should have been translated ‘lift’). In
growing grapes, the horticulturist tells us that the branches of the vine
must be on atrellis (usually a wooden structure of support above the
vine). The reason being, that they will not produce fruit while lying
on the ground. A good husbandman then, will always lift up a fallen
branch and place it upon the trellis. Likewise, the Christian cannot
produce fruit while in the world. Those that are living a worldly life,
God is gently dealing with in order to lift them up by His Word to
live on a spiritual trellis. With those who are already on the trellis,
and who are already producing fruit, He purgeth them (cleanses by
pruning). In this case, the divine pruning-shears are to cut away all
dead wood or growth that will not result in fruit bearing. This pruning
then is a part of the chastisement or child-raising experiences of the
Christian life to produce spiritua fruit, and is designed by God to
qualify oneto rule and reign with Jesus Christ (salvation of his soul).
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In concluding our thoughts on this subject, the office of the high
priest is for the purpose of Christ to continually make intercession to
God the Father on behalf of every believer for his sins. This
intercession is only made possible through the use of His own blood
(Heb. 12:24) and is only effective on Christians who confess their
sins (1 John 1:9). Also during this time of our Lord’s high priestly
duties in heaven, the Holy Spirit on earth automatically produces fruit
in cleansed believer’'s lives by using the Word of God. This leads us
to recognize the “Lordship” of Jesus Christ, which is indicative of
one of His three names. This second work of Jesus Christ as “High
Priest” and “Lord” then is necessary for the salvation of the soul,
which isin the present continuing tense.

Finaly, God is not presently, in His anger, judging Christians for
their worldly living and punishing them in this life. Rather, He is, in
His love, judging (chastising) al Chrigtians, who do not judge
themselves, for the purpose of qualifying them to rule and reign with
Christ (1 Cor.11:31; Heb. 12:5-6). Also, at this time, He is not
judging any of the nations. These are future events reserved by God,
after the church is removed from the earth. The sufferings of lost
America today, as well as other nations, are from the results of their
own sins, not the judgment of God.

AsKing

After Christ finishes His high priestly duties, He will enter into His
third office as King (Dan. 7:13-14; Rev. 19:11-17; Luke 1:30-33). As
King, He will judge the world at His Second Coming by destroying
all kingdoms of the world and setting up His own kingdom. A
remnant out of Israel will be raised to be the head of the nations, and
His bride, the overcomer portion of the body of Christ, will have the
privilege to rule and reign with Him over the earth.

At least seven years before all this happens, the church will be
raptured and judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ in the heavens (2
Cor. 5:10). This judgment will not be to determine if one is saved or
lost, since only believers will be there, but rather, which rewards or
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loss of rewards the believer will receive. Those that gain rewards will
rule and reign with Christ. Contrariwise, those that lose their rewards
will not rule and reign with Christ. At the same time, on the earth,
God will be judging the nation of Israel through a furnace of
affliction (Isa. 31:9; Zech. 13:8,9). And out of this judgment will
come the saved nation of Israel who will dwell in peace in the land of
Israel, for one-thousand years, in accordance with the Abrahamic
covenant.

The office of King then, isindicative of our Lord’s third name which,
is “Christ” and as such, is associated with our future tense salvation
of the body and adoption into the “great salvation.”

In conclusion to this section, God has set forth three eternal emblems
in the scriptures to remind us of His three-fold office. These are the
three different gifts that were brought by the wise men at the birth of
Jesus — gold, frankincense and myrrh. Myrrh was used in the
embalming process of dead bodies, and prefigured His prophetic
office which ended at His death on the cross of Calvary. Frankincense
was used as a sweet savor with sacrifices, and prefigured His high
priestly office at the right hand of God the Father. Finally, gold has
always been the emblem of Deity and the sovereignty of God, and is
emblematic of the coming kingship of our Lord.

THE KEY OF THREE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Probably few people really understand the meaning of the kingdom of
God. The majority of theologians today believe that the kingdom of
God is a secret kingdom in the heart of men, and that the church is the
outward manifestation of that kingdom. They further believe that
since thiskingdom is not literal, then neither is the king. They take al
scriptures that speak of the literal and visible return of Christ and
spiritualize them in order to do away with His literal one-thousand
year reign over the earth. Their view of the kingdom is called the
“amillennial view,” i.e., no millennium. Thus they see the kingdom of
God as only one kingdom — a secret spiritual kingdom.
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The scriptures however, teach us that the kingdom of God is
expressed in three different aspects — the kingdom of God the
Father, the kingdom of God the Holy Spirit, and the kingdom of God
the Son. Asthe Trinity teaches usthat God is One and yet Three, so is
His kingdom one and yet three different kingdoms.

The Kingdom of God the Father

The kingdom of God the Father rules over al creation from a literal
throne in the third heaven. Daniel 4:34-35 tells us that this kingdom is
“...an everlasting dominion...and all the inhabitants of earth are
reputed as nothing; and He doeth according to His will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?” In
this kingdom are al that have been created, whether they are planets,
universes, angels animals, insects, lost men, or saved men. He rules
them all, entirely.

The Kingdom of God the Holy Spirit

The kingdom of God the Holy Spirit rules over the new creation (a
believer's heart and life) by permission only. Romans 14:17,18,19 tell
us “..the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” The saved
man is reminded that he has two ways to live hislife. If he allows his
soul to dominate his spirit, causing an offense to his Christian brother
(attitudes and/or efforts of the flesh), this kingdom will not be
operating within him. However, if he allows his spirit to dominate his
soul (attitudes and efforts of the spirit) this kingdom will be operating
in him. As a result he will enjoy righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost, while being of service to Christ and acceptable to God.

Unlike the kingdom of God the Father, this kingdom is entered
through faith. This happens at the moment one rests in the finished
work of the Jesus Christ on the Cross. At this moment of faith, the
Holy Spirit entersinto his spirit for the purpose of sealing him forever
with the Holy Spirit of Promise i.e.,, God's promise of Eternal life
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(Eph. 1:13).
TheKingdom of God the Son

The kingdom of God the Son is a future kingdom that is visible,
literal, corporeal and with boundaries of time and space. The Old
Testament called it the “messianic kingdom,” while the New refersto
it as the millennium, “the kingdom of heaven,” and the rule of Jesus
Christ over this earth for one-thousand years. It has been prophesied
throughout the Old and New Testaments and is the crowning
revelation in the last book of the Bible. When it is established, Daniel
speaks of it as never being destroyed, and instead, will break down all
other kingdoms (Dan. 2:44). He describes its king as the Son of man
(Jesus) coming with the clouds of heaven and all people, nations and
languages serving Him (Dan. 7:13,14).

Both Samuel and Isaiah tell usthat Hisliteral throne will be called the
“Throne of David” (2 Sam. 7:16; Isa. 9:6-7). The psalmist reveal s that
He will rule the nations with a “rod of iron” (Psalm 2:2-9) and both
Isaiah and Zechariah disclose that His reign will be glorious (Isa.
32:1-4, 15-20; Zech. 14:16-21). Asto how long this kingdom on earth
will last, John, in the book of the Revelation, reveas that it will be for
one-thousand years (Rev. 20:4). Then, after the earth is destroyed by
fire (2 Peter 3:10-12), and the new heaven and earth are established
(Isa. 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 21:1), the kingdom will change it's
form to be called the “kingdom of the Father” (Matt.13:43; 1 Cor. 15:
24-28).

Entrance into this kingdom is by privilege only. This privilege will be
given at the Judgment Seat of Christ to all believers who have gained
rewards (salvation of the soul). They will be comprised of crowns,
which will give the recipient the right to rule and reign with Christ
over the heavens and the cities of the earth during the millennial
kingdom of our Lord. (Luke 19:17-19). Those that lose the rewards
(loss of soul) will lose this privilege.
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Diagram 2C
*The Three-Fold Kingdom Of God"

4 i N
Creation
Kingdom of God The Father
Entrance by Birth

New Creation
Kingdom Of God The Holy Spirit
Entrance By Faith

Re-creation
Kingdom of God The Son
Entrance By Works

In the above diagram 2C, the entrance info heaven (the salvation of the
spirit) is through the gate of fith at figure (A). Entrance into the
kingdom of heaven (sakaton of the soul) is through the gate of
righteous works at fgure (B). This is The Judgment Seat of Christ.

Finaly, these three aspects of the kingdom of God each operate in
different spheres. The first is entered by creation (birth), the second
by the new-creation (the new birth), and the third by the re-creation
(rewards) (see Diagram 2C). Contrary to this truth, the average
church today teaches only the second aspect (the new creation). They
believe that one needs only to be saved in order to receive all of the
rewards, no matter how he conducts his life here on earth. At the
Judgment Seat of Christ however, scripture teaches us that al
believers who do not produce works that survive the fiery test of
Christ, will suffer loss (1 Cor. 3:11-15).
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CHAPTER THREE

THE GREAT SALVATION

“Are they not al ministering spirits sent forth to minister to them who
shal be heirs of [lit. ‘those who are about to inherit'] salvation?’
(Heb.1:14).

In the last chapter we established the truths concerning the three
salvations of man. In this chapter, our purpose is to revea a fourth
salvation that is found in the book of Hebrews. This one encompasses
the first three salvations plus all of the redeemed creation of the
coming millennial earth. It is called the “ Great Salvation.”

The above scripture tells us that this salvation is in the future tense
and can only be entered into through the doorway of inheritance.
Contrary to popular teaching, this inheritance does not take place
when the spirit is saved (past tense salvation), but rather at the
Judgment Seat of Christ as a result of all three parts of man (body,
soul, and spirit) being saved. Thus al men who live during the church
age, and who possess saved spirits will one day be caught up at the
“rapture of the church” (1 Thess. 4:13-17) to have their works tested
at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). Those whose works pass
the fiery test of God, (1 Cor.3:10-15a) will have their souls saved
(James 1:21), and as a result will have a part in the “out-resurrection”
(Phil. 3:11), receive a reward and inherit millennial (age) life. On the
other hand, those whose works are burned up, will suffer the loss of
their soul, and as aresult lose their reward and inheritance.

SOUL SALVATION IN HEBREWS
Contrary to that which many pastors preach, the book of Hebrews, in

which this verse is found, is not written to first century Jews who
were logt, but rather to al Christians who in chapter three, are called
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“holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling” (Heb.3:1). Its
purpose is to teach soul salvation and entrance into this millennial
life. It could rightly be called a Christian handbook on how to rule
and reign with Christ in the coming millennial age. Probably not one
verse in it is given to show spirit salvation. As a matter of fact, it is
full of warnings for Christians, who are having their souls saved, to
not fall away and lose their inheritance. In Hebrews 2:3a, we are
given the biblical title to this fourth salvation. It is called the “ Great
Salvation.”

The“Great Salvation” stands as an enigma to most sincere teachers of
the Word. Not knowing the “keys of three” they try to make it mean
salvation by grace through faith (salvation of the spirit). But this
cannot be, because spirit salvation was first known and preached in
the Old Testament. As an example, Adam believed in the promised
seed and was saved (Gen. 3:15,20). Also, Abraham and David were
saved by grace through faith (Rom.4:3;4:6). Contrary to this, the
“Great Salvation” was not preached until just two-thousand years
ago, and the preacher was the Lord Himself. It speaks of “millennial
life,” not eternal life. Its message incorporates the inheritance of one-
thousand years of life in the kingdom (Gr.‘aionian life'), as well as
the prize (rewards) to be gained, (Phil. 3:14) by all Christians who
have their souls saved at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

The Great Salvation also encompasses al of the truths concerning the
coming new world (millennial age). A world that will not be ruled
over by angels, as this present world is (Satan and his angels), but by
Christ and His bride (Heb. 2:5).

TheFirst warning in Hebrews

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should let {them} dip. (2) For if the
word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; (3) How shal we
escape, if we neglect so Great Salvation, which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
{Him}" (Heb. 2:1-3);
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As we learn more about this salvation and the privilege that can be
ours, God gives us several warnings in the book of Hebrews to not
turn our backs on this “so Great Salvation.” Our above text indicates
the first of these warnings. In these verses, God says:. (1) We ought to
pay more serious attention to all the truths that embody this “Great
Salvation.” (2) Don't let them slip away (lit. ‘as a leaking vessel’)
(vs.b). (3) Don't neglect them (which means to not be careless; to not
show reckless unconcern). Finally He warns, that we shall not escape
(the judgments at the Judgment Seat of Christ) if we fail in this. But
rather, we will suffer the exact and just recompense of reward (Heb.
2: 2b,34d), which literally means, receiving exactly what we deserve.

The other warnings of God in the book of Hebrews concerning the
“Great Salvation” are found in chapters 3; 5:6-6:20; 10:26-39; 12:14-
17; and 12:25-29.

THE MASTER KEY

The message of the Great Salvation, which comprises the salvation of
the soul and its rewards, becomes a master key that unlocks all
spiritual truth. Failure of the 20th century church to see this has
rendered it powerless and unable to rightly interpret many scriptures.

Our Lord was the first one to preach this salvation. No one before
Him ever knew its meaning. It was called a mystery and was kept
secret from the foundation of the world (1 Cor. 2:7; Rom. 16:25b;
Col. 1:26). The Old Testament prophets caught a glimpse of it, but
did not know of what it consisted, or who it was for, or what time it
would come (1 Peter 1:9-12a). Likewise, the angels till have adesire
to understand it (1 Peter 1:12b). Then, after our Lord was crucified
and went back to heaven, He gave this master key to His servant, the
Apostle Paul. Paul then, is the only one of the apostles that wrote
chiefly of the salvation of the soul and of its rewards - the “Great
Salvation.” James, who was not an apostle, wrote his entire epistle on
that which is necessary for a soul to be saved (James 1:21), and Peter
caught a glimpse of it giving us the qualifications in order to enter the
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the “Great Sakvation.”

kingdom (2 Peter 1:4-11). However, it was difficult for Peter to

understand Paul’s writings concerning these truths, and said such in
one of hisepistles (2 Peter 3:15-16).

The teaching concerning the “salvation of the soul,” and the “Gresat
Salvation,” became so much of a part of Paul’s ministry, that he
called it my gospel (Rom. 2:16; 16:25a; 2 Tim. 2:8).

In learning Paul’s gospel, one must realize that it first differentiates
between two major areas of scripture. These are the teachings on
eternal life or death as opposed to millennial life or death. Paul wrote
about eternal life or death in the book of Romans. He carefully
explained man’s lost and depraved condition and the finished work of
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Jesus Christ on the cross that can save him. Then, upon completion of
this epistle he introduced the study of millennial life or death. In later
epistles, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, he expanded the
teaching of my gospel and gave the life changing details. Like jewels,
scattered across the surface of the ground for anyone to see, so are
these truths scattered throughout the epistles of Paul. Up until now,
few have ever seen them. But in the coming chapters of this book,
they will be described to you.
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CHAPTER FOUR

REDEMPTION, ADOPTION, INHERITANCE

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
together until now. (23) And not only they but we ourselves also, which
have the firstfruits of the Spirit even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:22-
23).

In this chapter we will examine the three major truths that are
necessary for one to enter into the Great Salvation. They are
redemption of the body, adoption, and the inheritance. For purposes
of clarity, we will be presenting the doctrine of adoption first, and
then the redemption of the body. As we study these truths it will
become clear to the believer that adoption is not related to the
salvation of the spirit, nor is the inheritance an automatic entitlement
when onefirst believesin Jesus Christ as his Savior.

THE ADOPTION

When Adam fell in sin in the Garden of Eden, he suffered death
(body, soul, and spirit) and all of creation was marred. The rulership
that God had promised man over the earth was forfeited to Satan and
evil entered into the world and the world systems. Since that time, all
of creation, including man himself, has groaned in continuous pain
awaiting for this curse of sin to be lifted and for that day when man
would be adopted and become the “sons of God” (Rom. 8:19-21).

In our text, “adoption” is connected to the “redemption of the body.”
The words “to wit” are not in the original. It should read
“...waiting for the adoption, the redemption of the body.”

By reading this verse, one may assume that adoption and redemption

of the body are the one and the same event, but they are not.
Adoption is the result of the redemption and not visa-versa.
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Redemption of the body takes place on the earth, and thereafter
adoption takes place in the heavens. Since only those who have the
“flrstfruits of the spirit” (salvation of the spirit) are eligible to be
adopted, and since the body is not redeemed until the rapture of the
church, then the adoption can not take place until immediately after
the rapture.

The word adoption means, “placing one as a son.” Contrary to
popular belief, one is not placed as a son at the moment of salvation.
To understand why, one must first understand Eastern culture
concerning adoption, as opposed to that of the West. In the West,
adoption means taking someone else’s natura child and legally
“placing him as your own son.” In the East, it means taking your own
natural child and “placing him as your son.” In the West, a child can
become a son the moment you adopt him no matter what his age may
be. In the East (the Jewish culture), your own child cannot become a
son until his thirteenth birthday. The Jews call this the “bar mitzvah.”
In the West a child can inherit his father’s property at any age. In the
East, he must first be placed as a son at his bar mitzvah. Since the
scriptures always use patterns of truth connected to Israel in order to
teach the truths of the New Testament (1 Cor. 10:11), there must be a
heavenly bar mitzvah after the rapture of the church in order for the
whole body of Christ (children of God) to be adopted as “sons of
God.” We get afurther understanding of this in the book of Galatians,
chapter four.

“Now | say, {That} the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing
from a servant, though he be lord of al; (2) but is under tutors and
governors until the time appointed of the father. (3) Even so we, when we
were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: (4) But
when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of
a woman, made under the law, (5) To redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons’ (Gal.4:1-5).

Here, the Apostle Paul tells us that a child born into a family is no
different in position than a servant of that family when it comes to
rights and privileges, even though he has been born an heir (verse 1).
He must grow under tutors and governors (teachers) until the
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appointed time of being placed as a son (verse 2). Likewise, all who
are elected to sonship must first be born again (redeemed from the
law) and have the opportunity to grow in the Word under the
direction of the Holy Spirit (tutors and governors) with a view to
becoming adopted as sons (verse 5).

In principle, all who have been born again, are sons. But that sonship
has not yet been manifested, and cannot be until the body is
redeemed. Until that occurs, scripture refersto all believers, except in
a few cases, as “children of God.” This is in opposition to many
trandations of scripture, which trandates “children of God” as “sons
of God.” The trandators, not knowing the difference used these
expressions interchangeably. For instance in John 1:12, (King James
Version) we read, “But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the Sons of God....” The Greek text here however,
renders the word sons (huios) in this verse as children (teknon,).

It is an interesting observation that God does not use the word “son”
(Gr. ‘huios’) in the New Testament except in connection with
Christians who are striving to have their soul saved. Those who are
being led by the Holy Spirit; those who are living a life separated
from sin (Rom. 8:14; 2 Cor. 6:17-18); those who are experiencing a
father-son relationship. But, as to one being “placed as a son” (Gr.
‘huiothesis’), that cannot occur until we reach the heavenly “bar
mitzvah” after the redemption of the body.

The question may be asked, “Why does one have to strive to become
a firstborn son while growing up under his tutor (the Holy Spirit)?
Isn’t he automatically placed as afirst born son when he arrives at the
judgment seat?’ The answer is“no.” Scripture teaches that only those
children of God who present a saved soul will inherit the kingdom,
and as aresult will be placed as firstborn sons, i.e. “ the church of the
firstborn” (Heb.12:23). This inheritance will be manifested in the
“out-resurrection” (a higher resurrection at the Judgment Seat of
Christ out from among those who have been raptured Phil.3:11).
Those who fail to present a saved soul (at the Judgment Seat of
Christ) will lose al rewards and inheritance of age life (millennial
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life). They will however, remain as “sons of God” as a result of their
adoption, even though they will fail to share in the out-resurrection.

THE REDEMPTION OF THE BODY

One of the great misconceptions concerning the redemption of the
body, is the belief that redemption and glorification are the same
event. Or, stated in a different way, when the rapture occurs, the body
will be raised out of the grave in a glorified state. However, when
other truths are revealed that are connected to this event, it will be
seen that glorification of the body isin addition to the redemption and
not the very same thing.

The word “redeem” means, “to buy back that which was lost.” When
applied to the body, it means, buying back the lost body of a
redeemed person, whether physically alive or in the grave. The
purchase price is the finished work of Christ at Calvary. When one
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31) the redemption of the
spirit immediately occurs, with the guarantee that the body will be
raised and redeemed at the time of the rapture. However, when the
body is redeemed (bought back), it will be restored to the exact same
state of existence it had before it was lost. This is so because of the
legal meaning of the word “redeem.” One cannot buy back more than
that which was lost! Since the whole human race was lost in Adam
when he sinned, then the raised and redeemed bodies of all believers
cannot be immediately restored to a higher state than that which
congtituted the body of Adam before he sinned.

Only in the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor.15:45-46),
can a believer have a glorified body. But this resurrection, i.e. “out-
resurrection,” cannot occur until the Judgment Seat of Christ - after
the adoption. The Apostle Paul informed us of this when he wrote: ...
"If by any means | might attain unto the resurrection [out-
resurrection] of the dead. Not as though | had already attained,
either were already perfect: but | follow after, if that | may
apprehend that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 3:11-12). Here, he plainly tells us that this resurrection is not
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automatically given to all, who are saved, for he did not know if he
would be a part of it. But rather, this resurrection was something that
must be attained unto, i.e. worked for. However, when we consider
the rapture, we are speaking of the redemption of the body that is
raised from the grave. This raising is automatic to every one who is
saved. For all who arein Christ shall beraised (1 Thess. 4:15.17), and
all must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10b).

To sum up the meaning of redemption, there will be a raising of the
dead into the likeness of Adam’s redeemed body that will appear
before the Judgment Seat of Christ. This redemption is dependent on
the salvation of the spirit. Then, at the judgment seat, there will be an
out-resurrection (a higher lifting up), in which one can be resurrected
into the spiritual body (Phil. 3:11) of the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45).
This out-resurrection from among those who have been raised from
the dead is dependent on the salvation of the soul.

At this point, we can surmise that the reader may be saying... “What
about the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians?” Does this not prove that a
glorified body likened unto Jesus' body will be given to al believers
at the resurrection? The answer is “yes,” but the rapture of the church
is not the resurrection. In First Thessaonians 4:14-17, the
resurrection of dead bodies into glorified bodies is not mentioned.
Only “raised” and “caught up” bodies of the dead and living are
mentioned.

Paul addresses this misconception in First Corthinians 15:35 and 36.
He writes...” But some men will say, how are the dead raised up?
And with what body do they come?” He answered, “Thou fool,
that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:” Paul is not
speaking here about sowing a dead body. For it would be a bit on the
ridiculous side to teach that one has to be careful in making sure that
his body is dead, when he places it (sows it) in the grave, so that it
could be resurrected. No, here he is speaking about the soul dying.
The dead soul (life) is the principle that governs the resurrection of
the body. Only bodies with souls that have died to the flesh and to
this world, in order to become aive for Christ, can be raised to
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glorified bodies. Hence a believer cannot gain his life in the coming
kingdom (salvation of the soul) if he failsto lose hislife here on earth
in his daily living. The teaching in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 concerns
itself with the coming resurrection of the dead bodies of believers
with lives (souls) that have died to self and to this world (suffered
with Christ). These will be raised in their redeemed bodies and then,
at the Judgment Seat of Christ, their bodies will be changed into
glorified bodies. Its teaching is outside the scope of the coming
rapture, which will include the raising of all dead believers and the
trandation of all live believers (including those whose souls had
never died).

To add to this truth, Paul in the next verse writes “And that which
thou soweth, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare
grain [Gr. ‘a naked grain’] it may chance of wheat or some other
grain” (1 Cor. 15:37). This verse tells us that Christians do not sow
the same body at death that will be resurrected. As a matter of fact,
they do not sow a body at all, but rather, they sow a bare (naked)
grain. This naked grain is the soul without a body and is that portion
of the believer (the life) that must die (be sown) in this present life,
and be dead when their body dies. If indeed, the soul dies before the
body dies, it will come forth from the grave in a body of wheat, or of
some other body of grain (a celestial body that God will give it). The
Christian then, must sow his own soul (purposefully cause his life to
die to the flesh and to this world) in order to have a part in the
resurrection (not the rapture).

To shed even more light on this, Jesus Himself tells us that this grain
of wheat isthe soul “Verily, verily | say unto you, Except a corn of
wheat [lit. ‘falling into the ground should not die'] it abideth
alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24). The
corn of wheat here is the same as the naked grain in 1 Corinthians. If
the soul (life) does not die to this world, it will bring forth no fruit,
and as such, no placing as a firstborn son at the judgment seat, or
obtaining a glorified body in the first resurrection, i.e., the out-
resurrection. But if it should die it will bring forth much fruit, an
inheritance in the kingdom, and a body likened unto Christ’s body



(details of these truths will be presented in alater chapter).

In the verse following this, Jesus adds a commentary that describes
the naked grain or soul “He that loveth hislife [*soul’] shall lose it;
and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life
eternal [Gr. ‘age life'] (John 12:25).” We might paraphrase this
verse to say...” he that loves the things of this life and not the things of
God will lose his soul during the one-thousand year millennial
kingdom. Contrary to this, he that hates the things of this world and
continues to live his life for Christ shall gain his life (soul) in the
coming millennial age.”

Considering all that has been included in this section, our summary
thoughts are as follows: All believers will stand at the Judgment Seat
of Christ having raised and redeemed bodies. However, only those
believersthat have died to this world in thislife (salvation of the soul)
and brought forth fruit, will experience the out-resurrection into
glorified bodies, and as such will be placed as firstborn sons. Those
remaining sons, whose souls did not die to this world in this present
age, will suffer loss during the millennial kingdom age, where their
souls will die. Then, after the millennium, they will experience
resurrection into glorified spiritual bodies for the eternal ages.

THE INHERITANCE

This is the third major truth necessary for the believer to experience,
in order to enter into the “Great Salvation.” The first is the
redemption of the body, the second is the adoption, and the third is
the inheritance In order to teach this third truth, we must make our
beginning at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

“For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ; that
everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor.5:10).

In this verse of scripture we need to see where the “body of Christ”
(comprised of al of the church saints) will be immediately after the
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rapture of the church. Here we learn we must individualy stand
before our Lord in our bodies (not yet glorified) and give an account
for all the works that we produced in that body while on earth,
whether they be good works or bad works. It is here that we will
receive the “just recompense of reward” (Heb. 2:2b) (meaning to
receive exactly what we deserve). This is the gaining of a reward or
the suffering of loss (1 Cor. 3:14,15).

The following is a possible order of events leading up to the “Great
Salvation.” Firgt, the rapture, or the redemption of the body to the
judgment seat. Second, the testing of works of all the redeemed in the
all-consuming fire of God (1 Cor. 3:13; Heb. 12:29). Third, the
choosing of the firstborn sons through the out-resurrection into a
glorified body and the inheritance. And finally, the suffering of loss
for al of the remaining sons of God for athousand years.

The out-resurrection of the church of the firstborn will result in
having their souls saved (1 Peter 1:9; James 1:21; Heb. 10:39),
receiving the prize (Phil. 3:13,14) and becoming joint-heirs with
Christ (Rom. 8:17).

Becoming Joint-heirs1s Conditional

“The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God, and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be aso glorified
together” (Rom. 8:16,17).

Many teach erroneously that becoming a joint-heir with Christ is
automatic when one is saved (spirit salvation). While the verses
before us do teach that we become heirs of God at the moment of
salvation, they do not teach that joint-heirship with Christ is
automatically given at the new birth. Rather, it states clearly that it is
given to abeliever on the basis of a condition of suffering with Christ
in this present life, so that he may be glorified together with Him in
His coming kingdom.

To rightly understand the doctrine of the inheritance, you must first
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understand Sonship. In a previous section, we learned that a Jewish
child cannot inherit his father’s possessions even though heis an heir.
He must first grow into maturity and appear at his bar mitzvah in
order to be placed as a son. The same is true with the believer. He is
born into the family of God and as such is an heir of his father. But in
order to inherit, he must first appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ to
be “placed as a son” (adopted). Once he becomes a son he can
become a joint-heir with Christ and inherit all things with Him.
However, there is a condition that he must have met first. That
condition is to have suffered with Christ in this life. In order to do
this, one must lose his life (soul) here (yield it to Christ) in order to
gain it there in the millennial kingdom (the naked grain must die).
This suffering with Christ is the continual attack of the world, the
flesh and Satan on the believer because of Christ. It isthe result of the
believer who is willing to lose his life (soul) here, in order to find it
there in the millennial kingdom (Matt. 16:24-26). This suffering is
also an agent which God uses in order to effect the “maturing of the
faith,” which comes by hearing and doing the Word of God (James
1:22). Again, this suffering is indicative of those who are “having
their souls saved” in preparation of becoming glorified together with
Christ (becoming firstborn sons.).

Those that stand before the judgment seat with “lost souls, though
they be heirs of their Father, will be disinherited from being a joint-
heir with Jesus Christ, lose all rewards forever, and not be glorified
with Him during His thousand year reign!

The Rights of the Firstborn

“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God,

the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the judge of al, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect,” (Heb.12:22,23).

In this section of Hebrews, we must first identify the church of the

firstborn before we can discuss their rights. In the two verses of
scripture before us (Heb. 12:22,23), God gives us a glimpse of “the
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mountain in heaven.” Since this mountain is compared with a. literal
mountain on earth, i.e. Mt. Zion (Heb. 12:18-21), then it and all that
is seen on it, may be taken literally. In other scriptures, this same
mountain is shown as being in the direction of north above the region
of the universe. That region that has no stars [note there is an empty
place without any stars above the polar star], and is called “the mount
of the congregation” (Job 26:7; Psalm 48:1,2; Isa. 14:13). Therefore,
heaven must be due north or straight up and beyond the physical
universe.

Of al of the things that are reported in Hebrews as being on this
heavenly mountain, we want only to draw your attention to four
groups of beings. First, an “enumerable company of angels.” Second,
“the general assembly.” Third, “the church of the firstborn” whose
names are only written in heaven. Fourth, to “the just men made
perfect.”

(1) The angels are first mentioned in order that we may see them asa
separate group, and not mixed with “the general assembly” or with
the “just men made perfect.” (2) Those called “just men made
perfect” are the Old Testament saints who, according to Hebrews
11:39 and 40, cannot receive the promises of God until the church of
the firstborn has received its inheritance. (3) The “genera assembly”
is composed of all Jews and gentiles that were saved (salvation of the
spirit) during the church period. (4) Finaly, the “church of the
firstborn” will be al of those who are chosen out of the genera
assembly as a result of having their soul saved at the Judgment Seat
of Christ. And since the rapture has not yet occurred, this group
cannot be manifested in heaven. Only their names are written there.

What is the church of the Firstborn? It is a future group of redeemed
people who will experience the “out-resurrection” from among the
general assembly and become joint-heirs with Jesus Christ when His
kingdom is ushered into its rightful place of prominence.

To better understand the teaching of the rights of the firstborn, we
need to return to the Old Testament and study their types. These are
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patterns and prefigured emblems of the ‘firstborn’ (or primogeniture).

(1) Abraham’s Firstborn

“And | will bless her [Sarah, Abraham’s wife], and give thee a son aso
of her: yea, | will bless her, and she shall be {a mother} of nations; kings
of people shall be of her. (17) Then Abraham fell upon his face, and
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall {a child} be born unto him that is an
hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? (18)
And Abraham said unto God, 0 that Ishmael might live before thee! (19)
And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt
call his name Isaac: and | will establish my covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant, {and} with his seed after him” (Gen.17:16-19).

In studying Abraham'’s firstborn, we learn that one cannot even be
considered as an heir if he is born under bondage. In Genesis 16:15
we learn that Hagar, the Egyptian handmaid of Sarai, gave birth to
Abram'’ s firstborn son who was named |shmael. This was done by the
permission of Sarai, Abram’s wife, since she believed that she herself
was beyond child-bearing years. In Chapter 17:1 when Ishmael
became thirteen years of age (the age of adoption), God appeared
unto Abram and confirmed the covenant and the promise that He
would give them a child (verses 2-13). In verse 18, Abram presented
Ishmael to God as his heir, but God rejected him, telling Abram that
he would give him a son who would be his heir. Hence, the firstborn
of Abraham and Sarah was born when both parents were beyond the
age of producing children. God deliberately waited until Abraham
and Sarah were forced to cease from their own efforts in trying to
help God. Because of their old age, all they could do was put their
fath in God's Word that He would do the necessary work
supernaturally in order for Isaac to be born.

It is the same with the Christian. God cannot accept our self-effortsin
trying to produce that which we think will inherit the promises. Like
Abraham, He wants us to cease from our self-efforts (let the soul die
here in this life) and trust in Him totally for al things. Then, through
the continuous work of grace in our saved spirits, He will cause the
Ishmael of our old nature to die, and the Isaac of our spirits to live.
Remember, only Isaac can be the heir.
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“Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? (22)
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the
other by a freewoman. (23) But he {who was} of the bondwoman was
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman {was} by promise. (24)
Which things are an alegory: for these are the two covenants; the one
from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. (25)
For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem
which now is, and is in bondage with her children. (26) But Jerusalem
which is aboveis free, which is the mother of usal. (27) For it is written,
Rejoice, {thou} barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that
travailest not: for the desolate bath many more children than she which
bath an husband (28) Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of
promise. (29) But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him
{that was born} after the Spirit, even so {it is} now. (30) Nevertheless
what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the
son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.
(31) So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the
free” (Gal.4:21-31).

In Galatians, God gives us a deeper look into this type. Here, the
Apostle Paul is showing us the difference between law and grace, as
well as the fruits of both. Please read this section of scripture
carefully and consider these five points:

(1) As the bondwoman, Agar (Hagar) represents the law, or that
which was received by Israel, at Mt. Sinai, so the freewoman,
(Sarah) represents grace, or that which is free and received from
above.

(2) As the fruit of the bondwoman (under the law) is by the
flesh, i.e., the old nature which resides in the soul, so is the fruit
of the freewoman (under grace) is by the Holy Spirit, i.e., new
nature which resides in the spirit of the believer.

(3) As the flesh represents the old nature of a believer, or the
live soul that can rule over his redeemed spirit, so the Spirit of
promise (Holy Spirit) represents the new nature of the believer
which can rule over the unredeemed soul.
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(4) Asthe flesh is desirous in producing rewards in this life by
self-works, so the redeemed spirit is desirous of producing
rewards in the life to come by the works of the Holy Spirit
through Him.

(5) As the flesh boasts of much fruit that the redeemed spirit
does not have, so the redeemed spirit, who through faith, rejoices
in a husband, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will produce spiritual
fruit through Him.

To conclude our thoughts in Isaac vs. Ishmael, God tells the believer
that he has both of these naturesresiding in him. If he allows Ishmael,
to rule his life here, he will lose his life there (be disinherited in the
kingdom). On the other hand, if he puts to death the Ishmael in his
life here (death of the naked seed, i.e. the soul), he will gain it therein
the kingdom (inherit the promise).

(2) Isaac’s Firstborn

“Jacob said, Sell methis day thy birthright. (32) And Esau said, Behold, |
{am} at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?
(33) And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and
he sold his birthright unto Jacob. (34) Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his
way: thus Esau despised {his} birthright” (Gen. 25:31-34).

Isaac and Rebecca had twin boys whose names were Jacob and Esau.
Esau was the firstborn and as such had the right to his father's
inheritance. However, he had no interest in his birthright and sold it
to his brother for a mess of pottage, that caused him to lose his family
inheritance (Gen. 25:31-34).

“Lest there { be} any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one
morsel of meat sold his birthright. (17) For ye know how that afterward,
when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found
no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears’
(Heb.12:16,17).

The writer of Hebrews uses this same story of Esau from the Old
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Testament in order to warn the church not to live the life of Esau, else
the same thing will happen to them at the Judgment Seat of Christ
(Heb. 12:16,17). Please read this portion of Hebrews carefully, and
remember according to First Corinthians 10: “...all these things
happened unto them for ensamples (types); and they are written
for our admonition upon whom the ends of the age are come” (1
Cor. 10:11). In other words, this is an Old Testament type (pattern)
of a believer losing his inheritance in the coming kingdom and God
wants usto look at it closely and to consider it serioudly!

The message in this type is this: The worldly or carnal Christian who
goes after the trinkets of this world in order to satisfy his live soul is
selling his birthright. The Christian who has no interest or desire for
the “Great Salvation” that is coming on the earth and doesn’t have
any interest in the possible position that they could have in it, will
subsequently lose his inheritance in the millennial kingdom. In these
last days, the Christian church is demonstrating a complete lack of
interest in the deep things of God's Word, while going after riches
and power in this present life that only satisfies their live souls (their
Ishmaels, or old natures). Their thoughts are that they are saved and
going to heaven and that there is no need for any other spiritual
concerns. These are Esau Christians, and they will make up the
majority of the general assembly in heaven, that will find no place for
repentance, i.e. no changing of the mind of the Lord, at the Judgment
Seat of Christ (verse 17). Like Esau, they will have despised and sold
their birthright to an inheritance worth untold and eternal riches, and
al for just a few pennies. Oh! The tears that will be shed at the
Judgment Seat of Christ (verse 17), but to no avail!

(3) Jacobs' Firstborn
Jacob’s firstborn was Reuben who also lost his inheritance. In this
type of the firstborn, God will not only show us the loss of the

inheritance but of what the inheritance is comprised.

In Genesis 35:22, Reuben sinned against his father by lying with
Bildad, his father’'s concubine, and as a result lost his inheritance.
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Later on, in God’'s Word we learn that the inheritance normally given
to the firstborn isin three parts. These are:

(1) The kingship of the family
(2) The priesthood of the family.
(3) The double portion of all property.

These three are identified when Jacob took the inheritance from
Reuben and divided it up into three parts, giving it to three of his
other sons.

(1) Judah received the kingship of the family.

(2) Levi received the priesthood.

(3) Joseph’ s two sons, Ephriam and Manasseh (who were
adopted by Jacob), received the double portion of property.

The double portion means giving twice as much to the firstborn son
as the other sonsreceived. To explain this, al of Jacob's property was
divided into thirteen parts. His twelve sons each received one part
each with a double portion going to Joseph’s two sons, Ephriam and
Manasseh. This is a type of the heavenly adoption. Jacob could not
give an inheritance (double portion) to his sons (grandsons). Instead,
he had to first adopt them as his own firstborn Sons (Gen. 48:5; Heb.
11:21). So likewise, there must be a heavenly adoption of the Sons of
God into the firstborn sons of God at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Likewise, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, those sons of God who will
have their souls saved and participate in the “out-resurrection” from
the “general assembly,” will become joint-heirs with Christ and
receive a spitirual body, (likened unto Jesus' body) along with the
position of kings and priests over this earth (Rev. 5:9-10), aswell asa
double portion of riches. Those who lose the inheritance will gain a
small blessing but will not be able to receive it until the end of the
kingdom age (the last one-thousand years). Those sons of God who
gain the inheritance will be called the “church of the firstborn,” “the
chosen,” “the out-called,” and “the bride of Christ.” Those sons from
whom the firstborn are resurrected at the judgment seat are presently
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known as “the general assembly,” “the called,” and “the body of
Christ.”

(4) God'sFirstborn Son Is|srael

In Exodus 4:22, God tells us that Israel is His firstborn son. This
includes Jacob (named Israel by God), His twelve sons and al who
have been born of the twelve tribes of Israel down through time unto
today. Their birthright was a spiritual birthright that included
rulership in the coming kingdom of God. But due to their sin in
rejecting God’'s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, they lost their
inheritance to a new nation that would bring forth fruit (Matt. 21:43;
1 Peter 2:9). It is important to note that when Jesus uttered this
judgment against His brethren the Jews, He did not say that the
inheritance of the kingdom of God would be given to a new nation
(those who had salvation of the spirit only), but to a new nation
bringing forth fruit (salvation of the soul).

(5) Jesus The Firstborn of Creation And Of The Dead

In Colossians 1: 15-18, God tells us that Jesusisthe “firstborn of
every creature? This does not say that He was created as some cults
teach, but rather that He is the Creator. The meaning is that He is the
“first cause” of all creation whether visible or invisible (verse 16). In
John 1:3, God says that “...all things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made.’

In Colossians 1:18 we are told that He is the “firstborn from the
dead” that He may have the preeminence in al things. Others that
were before Him have been raised to life, but no one had ever been
raised into a spiritual body as Jesus had when He was raised. Why?
The answer is that Jesus was the firstfruits of the resurrection, and as
such, had to be the first to receive thiskind of resurrected body.

Taking into consideration these two truths that point to Jesus as the
firstborn, we can well understand the title that will be given to all
those who will gain the inheritance, as the “church of the firstborn.
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In diagram 4A, the dot at (A) represents the past salvation (salvation of
the spirit). The line (B) coming out of the dot represents the present
continuing tense of sakvation (sakvation of the soul). The line (C) that
comes from the grave and ascends up, represents the salvation of the
body to the judement seat. The judgment seat and the general assembly
s at line (D) where the adoption occurs. The salvation of the soul and
the out-resurrection of the church of the firstbom is found at (E). The
inheritance into the Great Salvation is located at (F).

CLOSING THOUGHTS
At this stage in the book, we would perceive that there are some

unanswered questions that the reader may have. We also know that
many who have read this far are probably in some possible phase of a
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mild shock over the material presented. We can only pray that all of
your questions will be answered by the time you reach the end of this
book. The reason that it may appear that some information has been
omitted (such as that which happens to the Christian who loses his
reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ), is that at this stage of the
book you might not be able to spiritually assimilate it. But, as you
grow in the knowledge of these higher truths, you will come to see it.
To help you visualize all that has been said in this chapter, please see
Diagram 4.
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CHAPTER FIVE

HOW THE SOUL IS SAVED

In this chapter, a closer view of the salvation of the soul will be
presented. The emphasis will be placed on the method that God uses
in effecting this present continuous tense salvation.

MILK, MEAT, AND STRONG MEAT

“And | brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal even as unto babes in Christ. | have fed you with milk and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able” (1 Cor. 3:1,2).

It is clear in these two verses that the Apostle Paul divides all
believers into two major groups, in accordance to their spiritual
growth. These are the “carnal man” and the “spiritual man” Also, he
describes the spiritual diet that each group is able to assimilate (milk
or meat). Here, the Corinthian church was mostly carnal (fleshly) and
as such, unable to feed on meat All that Paul could do was to give
them milk.

Milk in the scriptures is emblematic only for those Bible truths that
are connected to the cross and the first coming of Jesus Christ. Sad as
it is, the Corinthian church is a type of most of the Christian world
today with only “milk type messages’ being preached from the
pulpits. Their diet from Sunday to Sunday is an invitation for the
church member to be saved, when in most cases they aready are
saved. Few, if any of the pastors know anything beyond milk
doctrines themselves, and as such, are unable to grow their
membership beyond spiritual babyhood. As aresult their churches are
full of baby Christians contented with milk and wrapped up in the
programs of man that constantly cause envy, strife and divisions
(1Cor. 3:3).
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In these two verses of scripture however, Paul also mentions the meat
of the Word. Meat in the scriptures is a symbol that portrays those
Bible truths that are connected to the crown (rewards) and the second
coming of Christ, and is referred to as “wisdom.” Only those
Christians, who are spiritually maturing, can be fed with this diet. In
the Corinthian church, there were only a few that qualified for this
diet. Paul makes mention of thisin 2:6, when he wrote “Howbeit we
speak wisdom among them that are perfect [lit. ‘mature’].”
Notice that these words were written after he spoke to the main
group. For in verse 2 he addresses the mgjority of the church saying
that “I am determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Or, | will preach nothing to you
except milk doctrines.

Now, let us consider another diet of spiritual truth called strong meat.
It is found in Hebrews 5:14 and is declared to belong only to
Christians who are of “full age,” or to those who are fully matured
spiritual adults. Few Chrigtians, indeed, have ever been able to
understand “strong meat.” Strong meat in the scripture basicaly
means spiritual meat that lasts. This diet causes a life to continue in
faith, without falling away, unto the end. Its teaching is that of the
salvation of the soul, the out-resurrection, the resurrection at the last
trump, the inheritance, the prize, the great salvation, and the coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ after the order of Melchisedec (Heb. 5:10).
However, in order for a believer to be able to assimilate a diet that
grows into strong meat, he must first have a strong desire to have his
soul saved.

Lest we make the error of caling the carna members of the
Corinthian church lost, the Apostle Paul makes one more division that
separates the lost from the saved. In First Corinthians 2:14, he calls
the lost man the “natural man.” “But the natural man receives not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are gspiritually
concerned.”

The way of salvation begins when a “natural man” is saved through
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faith. At this stage, his only desire is to feed on milk (carnal state).
Then as he begins to grow, he will come to desire and feed on the
meat of the Word (spiritual man). Finally, he may grow to desire and
to feed on strong meat. This will cause him to grow to the spiritual
phase known as “full age.” Through this process of growth he will
first experience the salvation of the spirit, and then the progressive
saving of his soul (Matt. 16:24-28).

There are three direct statements in the New Testament that refer to
“the salvation of the soul.” The first shows us how we can have it
saved. The second, where it is saved. And the third, a picture of the
conseguences if it is not saved.

HOW THE SOUL ISSAVED

“Wherefore, lay apart al filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and
receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls (James 1:21).”

In James 1:1-20, God gives specia instructions to al believers who
are interested in having their soul saved. Then in verse 21, He sums it
all up by giving two commands which are “able to save your souls.”

This portion of the book of James teaches us how a believer should
grow from a spiritual milk diet, to a meat diet and then on to a strong
meat diet. In verse four, God tells us that the salvation of the soul is
based on the matured faith of the believer; a faith that has matured by
overcoming the trials of this world and by learning patience.
Therefore, the one who presents a matured faith at the coming
Judgment Seat of Christ will be the same one who, in this life, grows
to be “perfect [lit.’mature’] and entire, wanting nothing (verse
4).”

The process of this growth into mature faith is through the obedience
of God’'s command to “lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the cngrafted Word,
which is able to save your souls’ (verse 21). The word “filthiness’
in the Greek as used here means “moral defilement,” and the words
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“superfluity of naughtiness” means “super-abundance of
wickedness’ (this describes a believer under the control of his soul,
i.e. the seat of his old nature). Therefore, God is saying in this verse
that we must divorce ourselves from these things and open our
“spiritual ears’ and receive with meekness the engrafted Word of
God (implanted into you when you were saved). This engrafted or
implanted Word, i.e., power of the Holy Spirit through the Word of
God, will cause you to grow from a milk diet to a meat diet, and as
such, save your souls.

In Romans 12:2, God tells us more about this powerful implanted
Word when He says:

“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God.”

There are two Greek words that are used in this verse of scripture
which tells us how God saves the soul. These words are conformed”
and “transformed,” and they come in the form of a negative and
positive command.

The Greek word for conformed is “suschematizo” which means to
shape or fashion one thing like another. The force of this word tells us
not to blueprint or layout our lives in accordance to this present
world. This means to not allow those of the world to influence you, or
outline your life for you, or let them to become your peersin order to
mold or fashion you into what they are. It even means to not allow
worldly (carnal) Christians or churches to compress you into their
own mold of fleshly desires, programs, and goals.

For the second word, which is “transformed,” the Greek is
metamorphoo.” This word is in the positive command and means to
“transform or transfigure inwardly” Here, God is commanding us to
be changed inwardly and automatically by having our minds
renewed. And how is this accomplished? The Apostle Paul in
Colossians 3:10 tells us that our “new man” is continually renewed in
the “knowledge” (Gr.’epignosis,’” or meat doctrines) after the image
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of the one who created us. This means that you do not change
yourself, but instead rely on the meat doctrines of the Word to do this
for you. As you feed on them, they will automatically and
continuoudly transform you from within, and as a result, save your
soul.

There is still another verse of scripture that helps us understand this
automatic change.

“But we al with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18).”

In this verse the glass or mirror is the Word of God reflecting the
glory of the Lord (meat doctrines). As we behold this in the reflected
Word of God with an open face (continued look), we are
automatically and continuously changed into the same image of the
Lord from glory to glory (the saving of the soul).

Being Not Conformed To ThisWorld, Or Dying To Self

“Then Jesus said unto His disciples, If any man [lit. ‘If anyone of you']
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me. (25) For whosoever will save his life will lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. (26) For what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (27) For the Son of man
shall come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and then He shall
reward every man according to hisown works’ (Matt. 16:24-27).

Thousands of sermons have been, and are presently being preached
on how to be saved (salvation of the spirit) using this passage as a
text. Those preaching them have never heard of the “three tenses of
salvation,” and have no idea of anything beyond initial salvation
(salvation of the spirit). This passage however, does not speak of the
salvation of the spirit, but rather the salvation of the soul. According
to verse 27 it isin the context of “rewards’ not salvation. Here, Jesus
speaks of returning in glory and rewarding those who lost their lives
(souls) for His sake in this present world. This passage then teaches
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that in order for a Christian to gain rewards at the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
Jesus. Three things — deny, cause to die, and follow. This cannot be
said to be the way of the salvation of the spirit because that salvation
is not of works lest anyone should boast (Eph. 2:8-9). Therefore, it is
the way to the “salvation of the soul” and calls for one who is aready
saved to die.

There are two different life-styles that can be lived by a Christian.
Oneisacarnal life-style and the other a spiritual lifestyle. The carnal
life-style identifies any Christian who rejects the idea of having his
soul saved, and lives a worldly life while being satisfied with just
being saved. His interests lie in this worldly experience together with
the power, wealth, and popularity that the world offers. In this life-
style, his unredeemed soul which is “ self’ conscious, dominates his
saved spirit.

On the other hand, one who accepts the invitation to have his soul
saved, will strive to live a spiritua life, not being satisfied with just
being saved. His interests will be in the coming kingdom and the
power, wealth and glory that can be his. In this life-style, his saved
spirit, which is “God consciousness,” will dominate his not as yet
saved soul. According to verse 24, a Christian cannot even follow
Jesus until he first “denies’ his soul of enjoying the rewards of this
world, and causes his soul to die by willingly taking up and carrying
his own cross (instrument of execution of this world). Verse 25 bears
this out by telling us that if a believer saves his life here, he will lose
it there, and visa versa. If heloses hislife for Jesus’ sake here, he will
find it there (rewards).

Furthermore, in verse 26 and 27, the Lord uses the words “profit and
exchange” which identifies this present life of the Christian as “the
time of investment.” These are words that can only be used in
connection with soul salvation, since one cannot gain a profit until he
makes an investment (is saved). Neither can he exchange his soul
(life) for anything until he has a life that can be exchanged. Lost
people have nothing that can be exchanged. So, Jesus is saying here
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to the carnal Christian, that the world that is to come is much greater
than this present world. It is so great, that even if a believer came to
personally own everything in this present world, he would actually
profit nothing, if in the process he lost his soul for the coming age
(millennial kingdom). For it is through the saved soul (acquired now,
by losing it here for Christ) that one inherits the next world and
coming kingdom of our Lord.

WHERE THE SOUL ISSAVED

“That the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: (8) Whom having not
seen, ye love; in whom, though now you see him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: (9) receiving the end of
your faith, even the salvation of your soul” (1 Peter 1:7-9).

The salvation of the soul is a continuous work of the Lord in the lives
of all believers and as such, is based upon a continuous and maturing
faith. According to the above three verses of scripture, this salvation
will end at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

When we as Christians fully understand this salvation, we will be
able to see the love of God operating in all segments of our livesin a
continuous effort to qualify us for the kingdom of Christ. God's great
desire has always been to have every born again believer rule and
reign with Christ. But, in order to qualify for this kingship, one must
have a saved soul (life). And in order to have a saved soul, one must
have a matured faith. Since the believer’'s faith cannot be matured
unless it overcomes the trials of this world, God then, in loving care
allows certain trials to come into the believer's life. And as the
believer overcomes these by faith, God orders new and more intense
trials, so that the maturing faith may continue to grow.

This is the meaning of verse 7 that speaks of the trial of our faith as
being much more precious than gold (riches of this world) that will
perish in the fire at the Judgment Seat of Christ. This is a matured
faith that might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the
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appearing of Jesus Christ (the revelation). Verse 9 tells us that the
salvation of the soul then, will occur at the end of our faith. And the
end of our faith cannot occur until we see Him face to face at the
Judgment Seat of Christ.

As we end this section, we exhort the Christian to continue in the
faith, and not to fal back into the enjoyments of this world and
become a disservice to Christ. God is busily working in your life.
Everything that happens is with purpose. He will not allow a greater
trial to come into your life than that which you are able to overcome.
A few warnings are left with you here. (1) The rewards in the world
to come are in direct proportion to how much your faith has matured
in this present world. (2) If your desires are for the trinkets of this
world, you will enjoy your soul (life) here and lose your soul (life)
there in the millennial kingdom. (3) If you continue to cry out to God
to remove the trials from this life, He just may give you your request.
If this happens, it will cause your faith to stop maturing and you to
fall away into worldly pursuits of non-productivity for Christ and His
requirements for your life. If you are now in the game of Christian
living, don't ask the “Coach” to take you out. (4) While God is busily
qualifying you to rule and reign, remember that Satan knows who you
are, and is busily trying to disqualify you. (5) If you stay in the Word
that teaches particularly the meat and strong meat doctrines, your
faith will be strengthened, and you will continue to automatically
have your soul saved.

THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE SOUL NOT BEING SAVED

“Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. (39) But we are not of them who draw back into
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” (Heb.10:
38,39).

These two verses of scripture sum up a chapter that reveals the future
displeasure of the Lord with many believers before the Judgment Seat
of Christ. The details of these frightful scenes will be presented in a
later chapter of this book.
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The force of these two verses here, however, teaches us that the
suffering of loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor.3:15), will be
the result of all those believers who did not live by faith. According
to verse 38, there are two ways that a believer can live his life here.
Either by faith, or by drawing back from faith and living by sight. If
he refuses to live by faith, and as such draws back, God says His soul
will have no pleasure in him. On the basis of this, the last verse (verse
39) gives us an exhortation on how to live our lives here by saying,
“But we are not of them who draw back into perdition [lit. ‘but
we are not for shrinking back into destruction’]; but of them that
believe to the salvation of the soul.” This last verse could even be
better understood in our modern English with this translation: “Surely
we are not going to be of that group that are drawing back into
destruction, but rather of that group that are of faith which leads to
the saving of our soul.”

At this point, there may be some concern to the reader regarding the
word “perdition” which is translated “destruction” in these verses of
scripture. We are also certain that many, upon reading these verses
will say, “surely God is not talking to Christians, since Christians
have everlasting life, and cannot lose their eternal life with Christ!”
However, this concern will soon begin to be better understood when
the reader views these fearful words as speaking only of suffering loss
of rewards for the unbelieving believer for a thousand years (the
millennial kingdom). At the end of the thousand years he will be
restored, less the rewards, and live forever in a glorified body because
of the righteousness of Jesus Christ wrought on the cross of Calvary,
which he received by faith. He can lose his soul (life in the
millennium) but not his saved spirit.

Summarily, our plea to the reader is those words of verse 35 “ Cast

not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompence
of reward.”
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CHAPTER SIX

THE WAY OF SALVATION

In this chapter, the reader will be introduced to a spiritual pathway
that beginsin every believer’slife the moment he is saved and ends at
the Judgment Seat of Christ. Thisis the way that every believer must
travel if he desires to have his soul saved. However, in order to begin
thisjourney on the path, there are two gates that must be entered. The
first gate is salvation of the spirit (already entered into by every
Christian), and is called the gate of “Positional Grace.” The second
gate is the salvation of the soul (not yet entered into by most
Christians) and it is called “ Standing Grace.” Finaly, at the end of the
path, which ends at the Judgment Seat of Christ, the believer must
qualify to enter a third gate, which this writer calls the gate of
“Ruling Grace.” It isthis gate that opensinto the “bridal chamber.”

This adventure also has some pitfalls aong the way for the believer to
avoid. One such pitfall is a wide and attractive gate that is usually
found just inside the first gate of salvation (Matt. 7:13b). This wide
gate has its own broad and appealing road that beckons and entices
Christian travelers to enter and follow. However, the Bible tells us
that this broad road can only lead to destruction (loss of rewards) and
warns us that it is a clever device of Satan set up to keep every
believer from entering the second gate and then walking the narrow
path that leads to life (the salvation of his soul) (see Diagram 6 page
82).

The believer who ignores this wide gate and broad way, however,
will learn that the narrow path by which he isto travel will be marked
out in scripture, and is likened to a spiritual race track which every
believer should be running (compare 1 Cor. 9:24-27; Phil. 3:13,14;
Heb. 12:1,2). The “admissions gate” to the racetrack (the first gate)
and the “qualification gate” to the race itself (the second gate) must
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be entered before the race can begin. Finally at the race’s end (the
Judgment Seat of Christ) the believer may enter the third gate, which
is the “winners circle” (the inheritance) if he has run a successful
race.

The following scripture marks out the first two gates and the path that
leads to this winner’scircle.

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ:” [The first gate] “(2) By whom we
also have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” [The second gate] “ (3) And
not only so, but we glory in tribulations aso: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; (4) And patience experience; and
experience hope: (5) And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
isgiven unto us [the pathway]” (Rom. 5:1-5).

THE FIRST GATE

In verse 1 of our text, God shows us the first gate; the gate of
admissions...the gate of justification. This gate speaks of the
Christian’s past tense salvation that was bought by the shed blood of
Jesus Christ on the cross. This was an experiential work of grace in
his life and occurred the moment he believed. Thus when he entered
in through faith, the believer experienced “the salvation of the spirit”
and “peace with God.”

Thisfirst gate is also called the gate of “positional grace.” Thisis so,
since everyone who enters it is positioned in Christ, who guarantees
the believer eternal life that can never be lost.

THE SECOND GATE

Then in verse 2, God shows us the second gate. This gate opens up
into a present tense work of grace that is presently available to all
Christians. This is that continuing grace of God that is given on a
moment-by-moment basis to the believer for the purpose of the
“saving of hissoul’ It is effected through the Word, and the cleansing
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blood of Jesus Christ, our High Priest. It is through this continuous
grace that the believer can stand (depend on the Lord for all things)
and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which is the highest
expression of a matured faith.

This second gate is called “standing grace.” No one can enter this
gate, or even see it, until he has been saved. Once he sees (has
spiritual knowledge of) this gate and then enters it experientialy, his
life is said to be in the state of “standing grace.” Standing grace is a
continuing grace, received by those who are continuing to grow
spiritually. However, it is also the kind of grace that a believer can
fall from many times in his life because of sin (Gal.5:17). But when
he falls, he may return and enter in again and again by confession and
repentance of hissin (1 John 1:9).

Standing grace is “experiential grace” that enables the believer to
stand or rest on the ground that has aready been won by the Lord
Jesus Christ on the cross. It is the “enabling grace” that makes
possible all that is needed for the “salvation of the soul.” It makes a
believer “perfect [mature] and entire, wanting nothing (James 1:4b).”
Some contend that rewards do despite to the grace of God. But notice
that “standing grace” shows us the path to walk and gives us
opportunity to win rewards. Also, it enumerates the rewards to be
won; it teaches us how to win rewards; it makes secure this privilege;
it gives us strength and courage to persevere. Rewards themselves are
by standing grace. When one enters this doorway of grace, he will
experience a continuing “peace of God;” a peace of God “that
passeth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7), and a peace of God that rules
(actsas areferee) in all matters of decision in our lives (Cal. 3:15).

According to verse two, this grace and peace of God causes us to
“rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” What is thisrejoicing? It is
the expression of a Christian who is having his soul saved. He
rejoices in hope that he may share in the glory of Christ at His
coming. Hope, however, is different than faith. Hope says “you may,
or may not,” where faith says, “you already have.” Here, Paul is not
telling us to hope in the rapture, since all who are saved will be
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automatically raptured, and may be assured of this by faith. But
rather, he is telling us to hope in the revelation of Christ (this will
occur seven years after the rapture), when He returns in glory to rule
over the earth. Those who hope to be a part of this glory, are those
believers who are living under this grace (present continuous tense)
and whose goals are to have their souls saved when He appearsin His
glory. Thisis what is known as the blessed hope (Titus 2:13). Hope
then is a great anticipation for the coming kingdom. It says “I hope
that | may have a saved soul in order to sharein this glory” Therefore,
| follow after and patiently wait, “...for we are saved (salvation of
the soul) by hope....” (Rom. 8:24).

A Comparison of the Two Gates

There are two different experiences of grace represented by these two
gates. They are asfollows:

(1) Whereas, the grace from the first gate saves you from the
penalty of the law, the second saves you from the works of the
law.

(2) Whereas, the first gate is connected to the sealing of the
Holy Spirit, the second is connected to the fullness of the
Holy Spirit (Note: fullness of the Spirit is equated with the
fullness of the Word: Compare Eph. 5:18,19 with Col. 3:16).

(3) Whereas, the first gate speaks of the Holy Spirit living in,
you, the second speaks of the Holy Spirit living through you.

(4) Whereas, the first gate speaks of “peace with God.” the
second speaks of the “ peace of God.”

(5) Whereas, the first gate speaks of a new life, the second speaks
of acontinuous abundant life.

(6) Whereas, those who have entered the first gate but not the
second may be trying to live their own lives for Christ, those that
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have entered both gates have ceased from their own effortsletting
Christ live through them.

These two gates can also be compared to each other in accordance to
the rest that each gate gives to those who pass through them.
Consider this scripture:

(28) “Come unto me, al {ye} that labour and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. (29) Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shal find rest unto your souls’
(Matt.11:28,29).

(1) Whereas, therest that is given in the 28th verse, speaks of
“salvation of the spirit” (the first gate), the rest that is found in
verse 29 speaks of the “salvation of the soul” (the second gate).

(2) Whereas, the rest given through the first gate is the result of
salvation, the rest found through the second gate is a result of
obedience and discipleship.

Unlike that which many evangelists preach, a lost man cannot “give
his life to the Lord.” He can only believel However, a saved man can
give hislife to the Lord (enter the second gate) and when he does, he
will find a second rest. Then, from this second rest, (trusting in Christ
for al things) he can look forward to the third rest, which is the
coming kingdom of Christ (Heb. 4:1).

In summary of these principles, the new believer must consider the
costs, in striving to have his soul saved. He must be willing to lose his
life (soul) here for Jesus sake, in order to gain it there in the
kingdom. Once he is willing to pay this price, he may experientially
enter the second gate by faith gained from the Word of God. This
faith will give him the victory necessary to lay aside all prevailing
wickedness and to cleanse his spiritual earsto hear God’'s Word (meat
doctrines) that have already been engrafted in him at the new birth.
Likewise, this strong faith that he will daily receive, live in, have joy
and rejoice in, will cause him to become an overcomer in al
tribulation and temptation that may enter his life. This in turn will
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give him patience, experience and then hope that can provide a life
that is mature, entire, and wanting in nothing; a life that experiences
the love of God shed abroad in his heart; a life (soul) that is being
saved with the opportunity to receive the inheritance at the Judgment
Seat of Christ, and alife that is qualified to rule and reign with Jesus
Christ over the millennial earth.

Bewar e of the Wide Gate and Broad Way!

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide {is} the gate, and broad {is} the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
(14) Because strait {is} the gate, and narrow {is} the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13,14).

Here our Lord warns us for the first time of another gate and path
(called the wide gate and the broadway) which is not revealed in
Romans 5. It is an additional gate and path which is located between
the first two gates (and sometimes along the pathway) and is
emblematic of the way to worldly success, power, freedom and riches
(saving the soul for thislife). The big difference however, is that this
new gate and path leads to destruction (total loss of rewards). It is the
way of the world, the flesh, and Satan. It attracts carnal believersin
great numbers who are satisfied to be saved only, while living as they
please. It also attracts all believers under legalism (efforts of self), as
well as those believers who have never grown to see the second gate
and path that leads to life (salvation of the soul).

Contrary to what others preach, this wide gate and broad way is not
the road to hell for the lost. Jesus preached it to His disciples (the
saved) in the “Sermon on the Mount” (Matt. 5:1,2). Here, He warned
them, and us, not to enter into the wide gate with the broad way. He
did this by contrasting it with the strait gate and narrow way, in which
He invited al of the saved to enter. This strait gate and narrow way
then, is the same as the second gate and path in Rom. 5. By entering
in, the believer will be walking the narrow way that leads to life (the
salvation of the soul).
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How to Enter the Second Gate

This question then may be asked. How do | enter into this second gate
(standing grace)? The answer is, the same way that you entered the
first gate. As there through the first gate you were saved through
faith, so it is here you can be saved by faith (faith comes by hearing
and applying the Word of God). As there, you surrendered through
faith, so it is here you should continually confess your sins,
continually lay down all desires and actions of the not as yet saved
soul, continually deny yourself by yielding your life by faith. Asthere
you laid down your weapons against God and surrendered through
faith, so it is here that you surrender every aspect of your life to
Christ... your personal, financial, business, leisure, secret ambitions,
desires and thoughts. And, with nothing hidden from Christ, allow
Him to fill and control your very being as your Sovereign. As there,
you made Him Savior of your life, so it is here that you make Him
owner of your life. As there, you were not saved until you believed
you were, so it is here that you will not have entered into this standing
grace until you believe that you have so entered.

Perhaps the reader is now saying, Where do | get such a strong faith?
May we remind the reader again that the answer is found in Romans
10:17, which says “...faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.” All faith comes from the Word of God. The problem
is that most do not read it. And those that do, do not hear much of it.
This verse in Romans 10 gives us a spiritual principle that says, “all
faith is given in direct proportion to the amount of the Word that one
hears.” How does one learn to hear? By studying those doctrines of
the Word that pertain to the “salvation of the soul” Those doctrines
that are meat and strong meat.

THE PATH
After the two gates have been entered into by the believer, he must

then walk the path (or run the race) that will mature his faith (verse
3,4,5, of our main text). This is necessary since the salvation of the
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soul and all rewards are based on how much one's faith was matured
in this lifetime. There are four basic steps that must be continually
experienced on this pathway of life. First, God allows tribulation and
temptation (testing) to enter our lives in order to test and strengthen
our faith. This causes us to become “overcomers’ (Rom. 5:3; James
1:2). Secondly, this tribulation works patience in our lives (not giving
up); then this patience brings experience (maturity through the meat
doctrines); then experience makes hope which experiences the love of
God (Rom. 5:3-5; James 1:3). Finaly, this hope continually purifies
the one having it (1 John 3:3).

Unfortunately, there are probably very few Christians in the world
today that know about and are taking advantage of this “standing
grace” and spiritual walk. A daily experiential grace that gives joy,
hope, and a rejoicing far beyond the understanding of today’s
popular, carnal Church.

Those who enter through and live beyond the second gate produce
works that are acceptable to God, the reason being twofold. First,
they have ceased from their own works, recognizing they cannot
please God with works of the flesh. And secondly, they trust in God
to produce His own works through them. These are those, whose
souls (lives) are dominated by their saved spirits, while their
unredeemed souls are being saved. This is living under standing
grace.

Most Christians never get any farther than the first gate, and as such
live a legalistic life. This was the problem of the Galatian church.
They were all saved but trying to live their lives under law, i.e. to
help God through the efforts of their own activities of the flesh.

THE THIRD GATE
Now that we know of the “way of salvation” symbolized by two gates
and a path, God now wants to show us the “end of our walk”

symbolized by one more gate of grace. The writer calls this gate “the
gate of ruling grace,” because all who will be allowed to enter it, will
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be given a grace sufficient to rule and reign with Christ. We judge
from scripture that this gate (also called a door) will be in heaven at
the Judgment Seat of Christ. Presently, no one has entered it, nor can
they enter it until after the rapture of the Church, when we all will
stand before the Lord at that great tribunal. Those that have their
souls saved will be allowed to enter this gate of grace and experience
the out-resurrection unto the inheritance. This third gate is found in
the following scripture:

“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, | say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13:24).

The reader will notice that there are two strait gates in scripture. One
gate we have already reviewed in Matt.7:13,14. Then, there is this
other example mentioned here in Luke. Most Bible teachers teach that
these two gates are the same gate, but they are not. They are instead
two separate gates.

Consider this: Whereas, the strait gate of Matthew is the second gate
of Romans 5:2, the strait gate here (of Luke) is athird gate, which has
not been previously viewed in our study. The great difference
between the two gates is this. Whereas, the Matthew gate is entered
into by an invitation, the Luke gate is entered into by striving (Gr.
agonizomai meaning to agonize or contend). Whereas, few will
experience entering into the Matthew gate, many will seek to enter
into the Luke gate, and shall not be able to (not having a saved soul).
It is the entering into the Luke gate that symbolizes the end of the
Christian race and reward in the coming kingdom. However, in order
to enter into it, one must first enter into the Matthew gate (second
gate) and run the narrow way (the way of salvation) of tribulation,
patienc